


AGENDA ITEM # 4 
 

 

City Council and Planning & Zoning Commission 
Joint Work Session 

August 7, 2014 
 

Executive Summary 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Agenda Subject: Discussion regarding current Composite Zoning Ordinance standards 

for street-facing garage setbacks. 
 
Background: The Composite Zoning Ordinance includes standards for the 

setback of street-facing garages to ensure that garage doors do not 
dominate the street scene in residential neighborhoods. 

 
 Recently, staff became aware that the garage setback requirements 

had not been implemented during building plan review and 
therefore homebuilders have been allowed to construct new homes 
that are not in complete compliance with the garage setback 
requirements.  Staff began requiring compliance with the garage 
setback requirements and have identified some potential 
modifications that could clarify and streamline the review of 
residential building plans. 

 
 Currently, the Composite Zoning Ordinance requires street-facing 

garages to be setback to 25 feet and be even with or behind the 
front facade of a house except in two zoning districts, SFC and 
SFT, the garage may extend up to five feet in front of the facade on 
lots less than 60 feet. 

 
 Because the five foot extension only applies in SFC and SFT, it 

has caused some confusion in application as there may be lots less 
than 60 feet in other zoning districts. 

 
 Staff is recommending that Council consider allowing the five foot 

extension for all zoning districts and all lot sizes.  Staff is also 
recommending that Council consider eliminating the separate 



garage setback distance requirement and have only one front 
setback requirement on lots. 

 
Origination: Tom Yantis, Director of Development Services 
 
Financial  
Consideration: None 
 
 
Attachments: Composite Zoning Ordinance Site Standards Section 6 
 Illustration of Current Ordinance Requirements 
 Photos of recently constructed homes (in PowerPoint) 
 
 
Prepared By: Tom Yantis, Director of Development Services 
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AGENDA ITEM # 5 

 

City Council and Planning & Zoning Commission 
Joint Work Session 

August 7, 2014 
 

Executive Summary 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Agenda Subject: Discussion regarding the process for updating the Comprehensive 

Plan. 
 
Background: The City Charter requires the City to prepare a comprehensive plan 

and to review and consider amendments every five years.  The last 
time the plan was updated was in 2009.  The proposed FY 2014-15 
budget includes funds for consulting services to update the 
comprehensive plan. 

 
 This agenda item provides an opportunity to discuss the process for 

the upcoming comprehensive plan update. 
 
Origination: Tom Yantis, Director of Development Services 
 
Financial  
Consideration: None 
 
 
Attachments: Charter provisions related to the Comprehensive Plan 
 
 
Prepared By: Tom Yantis, Director of Development Services 
  
  
 



City of Leander Charter 
Article 10 - Planning and Development 
 
Section 10.02.     Comprehensive Plan. 

The council shall adopt and maintain a comprehensive plan, and all public and private 
development shall conform with the adopted comprehensive plan, or the applicable 
elements or portions thereof. The comprehensive plan may be amended at any time 
and shall be reviewed and considered for amendment or revision every five years. 

The comprehensive plan adopted by ordinance shall constitute the master and general 
plan for the development of the city. The comprehensive plan shall contain the 
council’s policies for growth, development and beautification of the land within the 
corporate limits and the extraterritorial jurisdiction of the city, or for geographic 
portions thereof including neighborhood, community or area wide plans. The 
comprehensive plan may include the following elements: (1) a future land use 
element; (2) a traffic circulation and/or mass transit element; (3) a wastewater, solid 
waste, drainage and potable water element; (4) a conservation and environmental 
resources element; (5) a recreation and open space element; (6) a housing element; (7) 
a public services and facilities element, which shall include but not be limited to a 
capital improvement program; (8) a public buildings and related facilities element; (9) 
an economic element for commercial and industrial development and redevelopment; 
(10) a health and human service element; and such other elements as are necessary or 
desirable to establish and implement policies for growth, development and 
beautification within the city, its extraterritorial jurisdiction, or for geographic 
portions thereof, including neighborhood, community, or area wide plans. The council 
may provide for financing of all elements contained in the comprehensive plan in 
accordance with law. 

The several elements of the comprehensive plan shall be coordinated and be internally 
consistent. Each element shall include policy recommendations for its implementation 
and shall be implemented, in part, by the adoption and enforcement of appropriate 
ordinances and regulations governing land development, and such ordinances and 
regulations governing the development and use of land may be as comprehensive and 
inclusive as the council may, in its discretion, from time to time determine necessary, 
desirable and not in conflict with state or federal law. 

(Amended at election held 5/3/03) 

 
 
 
 



[Section] 10.03.     Comprehensive Plan Adoption and Amendment. 

The comprehensive plan, or elements or portions thereof, shall be prepared by 
personnel, and/or consultants authorized by the council, under the supervision of the 
city manager who shall coordinate development of the plan with the planning 
commission and the council. A draft of the comprehensive plan shall be submitted to 
the planning commission which shall hold one or more public hearings on such plan 
and make recommendations for the approval of the plan, with or without amendments. 
The planning commission shall then forward the proposed comprehensive plan or 
element or portion thereof to the city manager, who shall thereupon submit such plan, 
or element or portion thereof, to the council with the planning commission’s and the 
city manager’s recommendations thereon. 

The council may by majority vote adopt a new or replacement comprehensive plan as 
submitted, or with changes or amendments made by the council prior to adoption, 
after one or more public hearings. The council shall act on such plan, element or 
portion thereof, within ninety (90) days following its submission. If such plan or 
element or portion thereof is not adopted by the council, the council shall, with policy 
direction, return such plan or element thereof to the planning commission, which may 
modify such plan or element or portion thereof, and again forward it to the city 
manager for submission in like manner to the council. The council may by ordinance, 
adopted by not less than five votes after a public hearing, amend the comprehensive 
plan. Amendments to the comprehensive plan may be initiated by the council, the 
planning commission, or the city manager; provided that all amendments shall be 
reviewed, considered and recommended for adoption in the same manner as for the 
original adoption of the comprehensive plan. 

Upon the adoption of a comprehensive plan or element or portion thereof by the 
council, all land development regulations including zoning and map, subdivision 
regulations, roadway plan, all public improvements, public facilities, public utilities 
projects and all city regulatory actions relating to land use, subdivision and 
development approval shall be consistent with the comprehensive plan, element or 
portion thereof as adopted, except to the extent, if any, as provided by law. For 
purposes of clarity, consistency and facilitation of comprehensive planning and land 
development process, the various types of local regulations or laws concerning the 
alteration, development and use of land may be combined in their totality in a single 
ordinance or code. (Amended at election held 5/3/03) 

State law reference–Adoption or amendment of comprehensive plan, V.T.C.A., Local 
Government Code, sec. 213.003. 
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