
 
          

 
AGENDA 

 
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION MEETING 

CITY OF LEANDER, TEXAS  
Pat Bryson Municipal Hall ~ 201 North Brushy Street 

Leander, Texas  
 

Thursday ~ September 24, 2015 at 7:00 pm 
 

 
 
 Place 1 Chris Schwendenmann           Place 5 Richard Allen – Vice Chair 
 Place 2 Vacant           Place 6 Betty Saenz 
 Place 3 Jason Anderson           Place 7 Marshall Hines  
 Place 4 Sid Sokol - Chair                     
 

 
 

 
1. Call to Order 

 
2. Roll Call  

 
3. Approval of Minutes:  

Regular Planning & Zoning Meeting: September 10, 2015 
 

4. Director’s report to P & Z Commissioners on actions taken by the City Council at the 
September 17, 2015 meeting.  

 
5. Review meeting protocol 

 
6. Citizen Communications - Three (3) minutes of time is allowed, per speaker 



 
  Consent Agenda 

 
7. Subdivision Case 15-TOD-FP-018:  Consider action on a minor revision to the Oak 

Creek, Phase 5 Final Plat for 17.071 acres more or less; WCAD Parcel R529012; 
generally located to the southeast of the intersection of South San Gabriel Pkwy and 
US 183; Leander, Williamson County, Texas. Applicant/Agent: Pape Dawson 
Engineers (James A. Huffcut, Jr) on behalf of Sentinel/Cotter Leander, LLC.  
 

8. Subdivision Case 15-TOD-FP-020:  Consider action on action on a minor revision to 
the Oak Creek, Phase 1, Section 1 Final Plat for 8.076 acres more or less; WCAD 
Parcels R525192 and R395875; generally located to the north of the intersection of 
West Broade Street and Longhorn Cavern Road; Leander, Williamson County, Texas. 
Applicant/Agent: Pape Dawson Engineers (James A. Huffcut, Jr) on behalf of 
Sentinel/Cotter Leander, LLC.  
 

9. Subdivision Case 15-TOD-FP-025:  Consider action on action on a minor revision to 
the Oak Creek, Phase 1, Section 2 Final Plat for 28.997 acres more or less; WCAD 
Parcels R529005, R529009, R529001, R529002, R529003, and R529000; generally 
located to the south of the intersection of West Broade Street and San Gabriel Pkwy; 
Leander, Williamson County, Texas. Applicant/Agent: Pape Dawson Engineers 
(James A. Huffcut, Jr) on behalf of Sentinel/Cotter Leander, LLC.  
 

 
10.  Subdivision Case 15-TOD-FP-019:  Consider action on the Oak Creek, Phase 2, 

Section 1 Final Plat for 7.636 acres more or less; WCAD Parcel R529007 and 
R529008; generally located to the east of the intersection of South Brook Drive and 
Swan Flower Street; Leander, Williamson County, Texas. Applicant/Agent: Pape 
Dawson Engineers (James A. Huffcut, Jr) on behalf of Sentinel/Cotter Leander, LLC.  
 

 
  Public Hearing 

 
11. Comprehensive Plan Case 15-CPA-007: Hold a public hearing and consider 

action on the adoption of an updated Comprehensive Plan including the 
adoption of a future land use plan and map that provides guidance for 
appropriate zoning and land use regulations throughout the City, goals for 
future growth and development, and an action plan for implementation.  
Applicant: City of Leander. 
 
 

a) Staff Presentation 
b) Open Public Hearing 
c) Close Public Hearing 
d) Discussion 
e) Consider Action 

 
 

12. Meeting adjourned  
 



 
 
 
  
 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
This meeting will be conducted pursuant to the Texas Government Code Section 551.  
The  City  of  Leander is  committed  to  compliance  with  the  Americans  with  Disabilities  Act.   
Reasonable modifications and equal access to communications will be provided upon request.  Please 
call the City Secretary at 512/ 528-2700 for information.  Hearing impaired or speech disabled 
persons equipped with telecommunications devices for the deaf may call 512/ 528-2800.  I certify 
that the above notice of the Regular Meeting of the Planning and Zoning Commission of the City of 
Leander, Texas, was posted on the bulletin board at City  Hall, in Leander, Texas, on the  day of 
September 18, 2015  by 5:00 pm pursuant to Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code.  
 
 
 
 
Tom Yantis – Assistant City Manager 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
       



 
          

 
Minutes 

 
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION MEETING 

CITY OF LEANDER, TEXAS  
Pat Bryson Municipal Hall ~ 201 North Brushy Street 

Leander, Texas  
 

Thursday ~ September 10, 2015 at 7:00 pm 
 

 
 
 Place 1 Chris Schwendenmann           Place 5 Richard Allen – Vice Chair 
 Place 2 vacant           Place 6 Betty Saenz 
 Place 3 Jason Anderson           Place 7 Marshall Hines  
 Place 4 Sid Sokol - Chair                     
 

 
 

 
1. Call to Order 

Meeting called to order at 7:02 pm 
 

2. Roll Call  
All Commissioners were present (Place 2 is vacant). 

 
3. Approval of Minutes:  

Regular Planning & Zoning Meeting: August 27, 2015 
Motion made by Commissioner Allen to approve the minutes, seconded by 
Commissioner Saenz. Motion passed unanimously. 

 
4. Director’s report to P & Z Commissioners on actions taken by the City Council at the 

September 3, 2015 meeting. Tom Yantis, Assistant City Manager, reported on 
actions taken by the City Council at the September 3, 2015 meeting. 

 
5. Review meeting protocol 

Chairman Sokol referred to the printed meeting protocol. 
 
 



 
 

6. Citizen Communications - Three (3) minutes of time is allowed, per speaker 
No Citizens wished to speak. 
 
 

  Consent Agenda 
 

7. Subdivision Case 14-FP-030:  Consider action on the Mason Ranch, Phase 1, Section 
3 Final Plat for 10.327 acres more or less; WCAD Parcels R419630 and R524313; 
generally located to the northeast of the intersection of Lakeline Boulevard and 
Carmine Drive; Leander, Williamson County, Texas. Applicant/Agent:  Geoff 
Guerrero (CBD, Inc) on behalf of John Zinsmeyer (KB Home Lone Star, Inc) 
 

8. Subdivision Case 15-TOD-FP-020:  Consider action on the Oak Creek, Phase 1, 
Section 1 Final Plat for 8.076 acres more or less; WCAD Parcels R525192 and 
R395875; generally located to the north of the intersection of West Broade Street and 
Longhorn Cavern Road; Leander, Williamson County, Texas. Applicant/Agent: Pape 
Dawson Engineers (James A. Huffcut, Jr) on behalf of Sentinel/Cotter Leander, LLC.  
 

9. Subdivision Case 15-TOD-FP-025:  Consider action on the Oak Creek, Phase 1, 
Section 2 Final Plat for 28.997 acres more or less; WCAD Parcels R529005, 
R529009, R529001, R529002, R529003, and R529000; generally located to the south 
of the intersection of West Broade Street and San Gabriel Pkwy; Leander, 
Williamson County, Texas. Applicant/Agent: Pape Dawson Engineers (James A. 
Huffcut, Jr) on behalf of Sentinel/Cotter Leander, LLC.  
 
 

Commissioner Allen moved to approve the consent agenda with staff 
recommendation, Commissioner Anderson seconded the motion. Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 

 
  Public Hearing 

 
10. Zoning Case #15-Z-013: Hold a public hearing and consider action on the rezoning of 

10.922 acres more or less out of the M.S. Hornsby Survey, generally located to the 
northwest corner of Crystal Falls Pkwy and Lakeline Blvd, WCAD ID R526317, 
R526318, & R514375. Currently, the property is zoned GC-3-B (General 
Commercial).  The applicant is proposing to zone the property to PUD (Planned Unit 
Development), Leander, Williamson County, Texas. Applicant: Cunningham-Allen, 
Inc (Jana Rice) on behalf of KB Homes Lone Star, Inc. 
 

a) Staff Presentation 
   Robin Griffin, Senior Planner, stated that staff reviewed the request and    

recommends approval.  
 

b) Applicant Presentation 
                                          Adam Diskin, applicant explained the purpose for the zoning request and 

explained the proposed changes to the PUD. 



  
 

c) Open Public Hearing 
Chairman Sokol opened the public hearing 
Len Varmette – spoke in favor 
Addy Sassman – spoke against  
JodyHerrera – spoke against the four story buildings but supports the 

proposed changes. 
 

d) Close Public Hearing 
Chairman Sokol closed the public hearing. 
 

e) Discussion 
Discussion took place 
 

f) Consider Action 
Commissioner Schwendenmann  moved to approve the amended request that 
reduces the density from 186 units to 84 units all being single story buildings  
Commissioner Allen seconded the motion. Motion passed 5 to 1 with 
Commissioner Hines opposing. 

 
 

11. Zoning Case 15-Z-016: Hold a public hearing and consider action on the rezoning of 
a parcel of land located at 1001 Crystal Falls Parkway for 1.58 acres more or less; 
WCAD Parcel R331474.  Currently, the property is zoned LO-1-B (Local Office). 
The applicant is proposing to zone the property to LC-2-B (Local Commercial), 
Leander, Williamson County, Texas. Mike Siefert on behalf of Lookout Partners, LP.  
 
 

a) Staff Presentation 
Martin Siwek,  Planner, stated that staff reviewed the request and    
recommends denial of the LC-2-B and recommends a zoning change of LC-2-A.  
 

b) Applicant Presentation 
                                          Mike Siefert, applicant explained the purpose for the zoning request.  
 

c) Open Public Hearing 
Chairman Sokol opened the public hearing 
Leslye Irwin – spoke against 
Dan Oliver- spoke against 
 

d) Close Public Hearing 
Chairman Sokol closed the public hearing. 
 

e) Discussion 
Discussion took place 
 

f) Consider Action 
Commissioner Anderson moved to approve with staff recommendation of 
LC-2-A. Commissioner Allen seconded the motion.  Motion passed 4 to 2 
with Commissioner Saenz and Commissioner Hines opposing. 



 
 
 
 
 

 
12.  P & Z Commission Progress Report for Oct. 2013 to Oct. 2014  

A. Review and discuss Report 
B. Make any changes or deletions if necessary.  
C. Take action 

 
The Commission discussed the progress over the past year and the 
importance of recruiting a geographic diversity of residents to serve on 
the P&Z and other city boards and committees. 
 
Commissioner Hines requested adding to the annual work plan for next 
fiscal year a workshop and discussion regarding the City's policies 
related to the development and expansion of the pedestrian and bicycle 
network. 
 
The Commission recommended forwarding the report as modified to City 
Council for approval. 

 
 

13. Meeting adjourned at 8:37 pm 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
                                                                              Chairman Sokol 

ATTEST: 

 

Ellen Pizalate, Secretary 



Item # 7 

 
E XE C U T I V E  S U M M A R Y 

  
SEPTEMBER 24, 2015 

  
 

 
 
Agenda Subject: Subdivision Case 15-TOD-FP-018:  Consider action on a minor 

revision to the Oak Creek, Phase 5 Final Plat for 17.071 acres more 
or less; WCAD Parcel R529012; generally located to the southeast 
of the intersection of South San Gabriel Pkwy and US 183; 
Leander, Williamson County, Texas. 

 
Background: This final plat was approved by the Planning & Zoning 

Commission on August 27, 2015.  The approved Public 
Improvement District (PID) associated with this subdivision 
requires a public access easement on all lots that include public 
improvements associated with the PID.  These improvements 
include the masonry screening wall, landscaping, entry features, 
and signage. This easement was not included on the plat that was 
presented on August 27, 2015.  The final plat was not recorded.  
The attached updated final plat includes the required easements. 

 
Origination: Applicant/Agent: Pape Dawson Engineers (James A. Huffcut, Jr) 

on behalf of Sentinel/Cotter Leander, LLC.  
 
Financial  
Consideration: None 
 
Recommendation: This final plat includes 63 single-family lots, 1 fire station lot, and 

3 parkland/drainage lots.  This proposal meets all of the 
requirements of the Subdivision Ordinance.  Staff recommends to 
approve the final plat. 

 
Motion: The Planning & Zoning Commission recommends approval of the 

final plat for the subject property. 
  
Attachments: 1. Final Plat 
  
Prepared By:   Robin M. Griffin, AICP  
 Senior Planner    09/17/2015 









Item # 8 

 
E XE C U T I V E  S U M M A R Y 

  
SEPTEMBER 24, 2015 

  
 

 
 
Agenda Subject: Subdivision Case 15-TOD-FP-020:  Consider action on a minor 

revision to the Oak Creek, Phase 1, Section 1 Final Plat for 8.076 
acres more or less; WCAD Parcels R525192 and R395875; 
generally located to the north of the intersection of West Broade 
Street and Longhorn Cavern Road; Leander, Williamson County, 
Texas. 

 
Background: This final plat was approved by the Planning & Zoning 

Commission on September 24, 2015.  The approved Public 
Improvement District (PID) associated with this subdivision 
requires a public access easement on all lots that include public 
improvements associated with the PID.  These improvements 
include the masonry screening wall, landscaping, entry features, 
and signage. This easement was not included on the plat that was 
presented on September 24, 2015.  The final plat was not recorded.  
The attached updated final plat includes the required easements. 

 
Origination: Applicant/Agent: Pape Dawson Engineers (James A. Huffcut, Jr) 

on behalf of Sentinel/Cotter Leander, LLC.  
 
Financial  
Consideration: None 
 
Recommendation: This final plat includes 3 water quality, parkland, and utility lots.  

This proposal meets all of the requirements of the Subdivision 
Ordinance.  Staff recommends to conditionally approve the final 
plat with the following condition: 
1. All conditions listed in the Subdivision Ordinance Article II, 

Section 24 (f) (3) regarding the acceptance of the final 
improvements or the posting of fiscal assurance for the final 
improvements have been met.   

 
Motion: The Planning & Zoning Commission recommends approval of the 

final plat for the subject property. 
  
Attachments: 1. Final Plat 
  
Prepared By:   Robin M. Griffin, AICP  
 Senior Planner    09/17/2015 















Item # 9 

 
E XE C U T I V E  S U M M A R Y 

  
SEPTEMBER 24, 2015 

  
 

 
 
Agenda Subject: Subdivision Case 15-TOD-FP-025:  Consider action on a minor 

revision to the Oak Creek, Phase 1, Section 2 Final Plat for 28.997 
acres more or less; WCAD Parcels R529005, R529009, R529001, 
R529002, R529003, and R529000; generally located to the south 
of the intersection of West Broade Street and San Gabriel Pkwy; 
Leander, Williamson County, Texas. 

 
Background: This final plat was approved by the Planning & Zoning 

Commission on September 24, 2015.  The approved Public 
Improvement District (PID) associated with this subdivision 
requires a public access easement on all lots that include public 
improvements associated with the PID.  These improvements 
include the masonry screening wall, landscaping, entry features, 
and signage. This easement was not included on the plat that was 
presented on September 24, 2015.  The final plat was not recorded.  
The attached updated final plat includes the required easements. 

 
Origination: Applicant/Agent: Pape Dawson Engineers (James A. Huffcut, Jr) 

on behalf of Sentinel/Cotter Leander, LLC.  
 
Financial  
Consideration: None 
 
Recommendation: This final plat includes 2 public parkland lots, 1 HOA parkland lot, 

1 open space lot, and 3 landscape lots.  water quality, parkland, and 
utility lots.  This proposal meets all of the requirements of the 
Subdivision Ordinance.  Staff recommends to conditionally 
approve the final plat with the following condition: 
1. All conditions listed in the Subdivision Ordinance Article II, 

Section 24 (f) (3) regarding the acceptance of the final 
improvements or the posting of fiscal assurance for the final 
improvements have been met.   

 
Motion: The Planning & Zoning Commission recommends approval of the 

final plat for the subject property. 
  
Attachments: 1. Final Plat 
  
Prepared By:   Robin M. Griffin, AICP  
 Senior Planner    09/02/2015 

















Item # 10 

 
E XE C U T I V E  S U M M A R Y 

  
SEPTEMBER 24, 2015 

  
 

 
 
Agenda Subject: Subdivision Case 15-TOD-FP-019:  Consider action on the Oak 

Creek, Phase 2, Section 1 Final Plat for 7.636 acres more or less; 
WCAD Parcel R529007 and R529008; generally located to the 
east of the intersection of South Brook Drive and Swan Flower 
Street; Leander, Williamson County, Texas. 

 
Background: This request is the final step in the subdivision process.  Pursuant 

to Section 212.005 of the Texas Local Government Code, approval 
by municipality is required since the final plat satisfies the 
applicable regulations without requesting any variances.   

 
Origination: Applicant/Agent: Pape Dawson Engineers (James A. Huffcut, Jr) 

on behalf of Sentinel/Cotter Leander, LLC.  
 
Financial  
Consideration: None 
 
Recommendation: This final plat includes 84 single-family lots, 4 landscape lots, and 

4 alley lots.  This proposal meets all of the requirements of the 
Subdivision Ordinance.  Staff recommends to conditionally 
approve the final plat with the following conditions: 
1. Recordation of restrictive covenants regarding maintenance  of 

alleys. 
2. TIA Fees in the amount of $10,584 ($126 X 84 lots) shall be 

paid prior to recordation. 
3. All conditions listed in the Subdivision Ordinance Article II, 

Section 24 (f) (3) regarding the acceptance of the final 
improvements or the posting of fiscal assurance for the final 
improvements have been met.   

 
Motion: The Planning & Zoning Commission recommends approval of the 

final plat for the subject property. 
  
Attachments: 1. Final Plat 
  
Prepared By:   Robin M. Griffin, AICP  
 Senior Planner    09/18/2015 











Item # 11 

 
E XE C U T I V E  S U M M A R Y 

  
SEPTEMBER 24, 2015 

  
 

 
 
Agenda Subject: Comprehensive Plan Case 15-CPA-007: Hold a public hearing and 

consider action on the adoption of an updated Comprehensive Plan 
including the adoption of a future land use plan and map that 
provides guidance for appropriate zoning and land use regulations 
throughout the City, goals for future growth and development, and 
an action plan for implementation.   

 
Background: The City Charter requires the City to prepare a comprehensive plan 

and to review and consider amendments every five years.  The last 
time the plan received a major update was in 2009.  The City 
Council and Planning & Zoning Commission conducted a joint 
meeting in August of 2014 to discuss the comprehensive plan 
update process.  The City Council approved the update process in 
October 2014 and included funds in the FY 2014-15 budget for 
consulting services to update the comprehensive plan.   

 
In December 2014, the Council approved a contract with 
LandDesign to prepare the 2015 update to the comprehensive plan 
and appointed an 11 member steering committee to work with 
LandDesign throughout the update process. 

 
Three community meetings (April 7th, June 3rd, and August 11th) 
have been conducted to solicit input from Leander citizens and 
stakeholders.  In addition to those meetings, an all day series of 
stakeholder meetings (February 25th) was also conducted to gather 
input from representatives of specific stakeholder groups including 
the following: 

• Neighborhood Associations 
• Parks and Recreation Agencies 
• Utility Providers 
• Education Agencies 
• Religious Leaders 
• Economic Development Agencies 
• Surrounding Cities and Counties 
• Real Estate Brokers 
• Home Builders 
• Transportation Agencies 



Item # 11 

• Local Business Owners 
 

There have been five Steering Committee meetings (January 14th, 
February 24th, April 8th, June 4th, and August 10th) including one 
joint meeting of Planning & Zoning Commission, Council and the 
Steering Committee (June 4th).  LandDesign also presented to City 
Council on January 15th. 

 
The consultants have provided the Final Draft of the 
Comprehensive Plan Update for review.   

 
Origination: Applicant: City of Leander. 
 
Financial  
Consideration: None 
 
Recommendation: Staff recommends approval of the Comprehensive Plan Update 

with the revisions that will be provided at the meeting. 
 
Attachments: 1. Comprehensive Plan Update 
  
Prepared By:   Robin M. Griffin, AICP  
 Senior Planner    09/18/2015 



Comprehensive plan
Destination leanDer

Draft Report  |  September 2015





Ordinance
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City of leander management
Kent Cagle - City Manager

tom Yantis - Assistant City Manager

City of leander staff and technical team
linda alger - Building Official

steve Bosak - Parks & Recreation Director

terri Crauford - Assistant City Engineer

Joshua Davis - Fire Marshall

Bill Gardner - Fire Chief

robin Griffin - Senior Planner

michael lafferty - Engineer

Greg minton - Police Chief

Dale murphy - K Friese Engineer

mike o’neal - Engineer

ellen pizalate - Planning Coordinator

robert powers - Finance Director

martin siwek - Planner

ivah sorber - WCCHD

Wayne Watts - City Engineer

mark Willis - Economic Development Director

pat Womack - Public Works Director

eric Zeno - Economic Development Manager

Thank you to all the organizations and individuals who committed their time, insight, and energy to this effort. This plan is the result of the seamless coordination 
among city staff, the steering committee and the consultant team. Their efforts have leveraged the ideas gathered through an extensive public engagement 
strategy and community work sessions into a collection of goals and recommendations that will make Leander a destination of choice for years to come.

mayor and City Council
Christopher Fielder - Mayor

andrea navarette -  Mayor Pro Tem, Place 1

michelle stephenson - Place 2

shanan shepherd - Place 3

rob abruzzese - Place 4

Jeff seiler - Place 5

troy hill - Place 6

planning and Zoning Commission
sid sokol - Chairman, Place 4

richard allen - Vice Chairman, Place 5  

Christiane “Chris” schwendenmann - Place 1

Joel Wixson - Place 2 

Jason anderson - Place 3

Betty saenz - Place 6

marshall hines - Place 7

steering Committee
ron abruzzese - Council Member, Place 4

Jason anderson - Planning and Zoning Commissioner

Bridget Brandt - Leander Chamber of Commerce

michael Cook - Economic Development Committee

nancy Knickerbocker-penick - Public Arts Commission

virginia naumann - TIRZ Board Member

Jeff seiler - Councilmember, Place 5

Jayne serna - Parks Board Member

David siebold - Citizen-at-Large

Will streit - Leander ISD, Place 7, Board of Trustees

Dr. vic villarreal - Vice Chair of The Board & Trustee of ACC District
Joel Wixson - Commissioner, Place 2

Consultant team
Kate pearce - LandDesign 

heth Kendrick - LandDesign 

meg nealon - LandDesign

Jake petrosky - LandDesign

Kathy riley - LandDesign 

Cara murph - LandDesign

marcela aguirre- RS&H

Becky Bray - RS&H

rick mobley - RS&H

aCKnoWleDGements
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This plan is organized into five chapters. A brief synopsis of each chapter’s purpose is defined below.

Chapter one: Destination leander 
 ■ This chapter introduces the plan and summarizes short-term priorities.

Chapter tWo: a plan for leander’s Future 
 ■ Chapter Two explains the plan’s purpose, planning process, and public involvement strategy.

Chapter three: leander today
 ■ The third chapter graphically summarizes key opportunities and issues. 

Chapter Four: leander tomorrow
 ■ The city’s vision, the goals the community and other invested parties developed during the planning 

processes, and the future land use and transportation policy guidelines are highlighted in Chapter 
Four.  

Chapter Five: From vision to action
 ■ Chapter Five provides a comprehensive set of recommendations and implementation strategies that 

will help the City achieve its vision.

Chapter six: measuring success
 ■ To measure success and ensure that the community’s vision is achieved, Chapter Six includes a matrix 

which illustrates and defines the time frames, responsible parties and metrics for implementing the 
recommendations in this plan.

hoW to use this plan

  iii
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1. Destination leanDer
WHAt Is DEstInAtIon LEAnDEr AnD WHy Do WE nEED tHIs PLAn?
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Chapter One
Destination leanDer
Leander is at an exciting and critical point in its growth 
and development. At no time in the city’s history have 
its neighborhoods welcomed so many people. From a 
population of 3,398 in 1990 to an estimate of 38,206 in 
2015, Leader grew by 488%, making it the fourth fastest-
growing city in the state of Texas. 

This explosive rate of growth is expected to continue. 
Within the next five years, the population is projected to 
reach more than 50,000 residents, requiring the addition 
of more than 7,000 new homes. City of Leaders recognize 
that residential growth is just part of what is necessary to 
create a successful and resilient community. Businesses 
are also needed to provide jobs for existing and future 
residents. Commercial services, shops and restaurants 
are required not only to meet local demand, but also to 
contribute to the tax base that finances municipal services 
and amenities. Finally, cultural, recreational and civic 
destinations are vital to a healthy and vibrant community. 

One such destination that will have a significant 
impact on the city’s future is the planned construction 
of the 100-acre Leander campus of Austin Community 
College (ACC). The ACC campus will bring a large 
population of students, faculty and staff to Leander 
each week. It is also likely that many of these 
individuals will make Leander their permanent 
residence. The city must prepare to accommodate this 
community and capitalize on the market opportunity of 
having a significantly-increased daytime population.

The projected population and need for additional 
jobs, shopping options and services, along with the 
opportunities generated by the completion of the ACC 
campus, will result in significant development, land use, 
and transportation impacts on the city. For these, as well 
as many other reasons, the City of Leander once again 
decided to proactively address the direction of growth 
through an update to the comprehensive plan.

Throughout the comprehensive planning process 
public opinion was gathered through a variety of 
methods. These included many public meetings, 
workshops, and online interaction; through these, 
several consistent themes emerged. The themes 
include an emphasis on creating great destinations, 
recruiting new employers, promoting development 
within Old Town and around Leander Station and 
preparing for ACC. This plan recognizes these themes 
and therefore proposes some significant new ideas 
to focus the city’s efforts in the short-term on the 
opportunities that will have the greatest return for 
Leander and its citizens. 

The following set of priorities are the short-term (1-5 
year) strategies that City Council has identified to 
kick-start plan implementation. They are a subset of a 
comprehensive list set forth in Chapter Five. 

Source: city of Leander
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sHort-tErM PrIorItIEs

Position Leander as a destination for 
employers.

identify target industries.
Establish local recruiting targets that complement the eight 
regional target industries identified by Opportunity Austin 3.0 
(listed in Chapter 5).

Develop a strategy to market local targets.
Partner with the Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce and 
Opportunity Austin to market these targets.

evaluate the city’s existing set of economic development 
incentives to determine their effectiveness in attracting 
and retaining businesses. Consider the following in the 
evaluation: 

 ■ Economic benefits to local economy vs. cost of incentive

 ■ Fiscal impacts to city 

 ■ Total impact of incentive to tax base

expand economic development tools to match city priorities. 
 ■ Adopt Old Town Development Incentives and identify a sustainable 

funding source. 

 ■ Establish a Tax Increment Finance District (TIF) for business park 

development.

Promote Old Town as a civic and culture 
destination within the city.

encourage entrepreneurs and small business owners to 
locate their operations in old town.
Adopt Old Town Development Incentives and identify a 
sustainable funding source. 

Develop an old town strategic plan. 
Develop a plan for Old Town that outlines action items that are 
feasible in the short-term. The plan should include the following:

 ■ A market analysis that reveals opportunities to position Old Town 

as a unique destination within the network of suburban Austin 

communities. 

 ■ A list of catalytic development sites and infill project opportunities 

within Old Town.

 ■ A set of urban design guidelines that includes a prioritized list of 

pedestrian infrastructure projects that promote walkability.

promote walkability within old town.
Develop and implement streetscape projects within Old Town 
starting with N. Brushy Street between W. South Street and W. 
Broade Street.

Promote the Transit Oriented Development 
(TOD) as an urban destination within a 
suburban community.

recruit toD Developers.
Building on the findings of the TOD Leander Development Plan 
completed by CapMetro and subsequent studies of the area, 
the city should actively market the TOD area to a variety of 
experienced developers. 

Develop a p3 (public/private partnership) strategy for the toD 
area. 
Public investment in projects that are typically carried out by 
private developers may be delayed or never realized without the 
participation of the public sector. Public-private partnerships 
that overcome barriers to development can expedite desirable 
development in the TOD. 
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sHort-tErM PrIorItIEs

Connect destinations.

Connect the austin Community College (aCC) to leander station. 
 ■ Construct the north branch of Brushy Creek Trail segment from East Metro 

Drive to Mel Mathis Avenue.  

 ■ Build the following roadway connections as complete streets:

 Metro Drive from East Street to 183 Toll

 East Street from Hero Way to East Metro Drive Extension 

 ■ Develop a funding source to acquire right-of-way and construct trails to 

complete the connection along the North Branch of Brushy Creek. 

 ■ Work with the ACC design and construction team to ensure that their trail/

sidewalk planning is in harmony with the city’s plans. 

Connect old town to leander station.
 ■ Partner with TxDOT to improve bicycle/pedestrian access and safety 

features to reconnect the city across US 183 Business. 

 ■ Extend the Brushy Creek Trail to Mel Mathis Avenue.  

 ■ Coordinate with Parks Department to complete the south branch of Brushy 

Creek Trail.

improve and maintain roadways.
 ■ Reconstruct Old 2243 from Lakeline to 183.

 ■ Reconstruct Bagdad Road from Old 2243 to CR 280.

Define and participate in catalyst projects that will build 
momentum in the toD and spur private investment. 

 ■ Identify key development project(s) that have the potential to 

transform the area and stimulate additional investment.

 ■ Assemble and acquire key parcels, as needed, to create a 

development opportunity. 

 ■ Issue a developer request for proposals (RFP) to partner with the 

private sector in development. 

Enhance Leander’s public spaces to create 
and link destinations. 

Continue to expand leander’s park and recreation system. 
Build a community senior center.

update the parks and recreation master plan. 
The community has suggested numerous enhancements to the 
existing parks, recreation and trail system. Ideas gathered that 
should be explored for the update include:

 ■ Build additional active recreation facilities. 

 ■ Connect trails and greenways to all existing city and county 

parks.

 ■ Provide restrooms, pet waste disposal facilities, and adequate 

lighting along trails.

 ■ Provide a trailhead every two miles, and signage along all trails.

prepare a public space master plan.
As a component of an update to the Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan, or as a separate effort, the city should prepare 
a Public Space Master Plan. Such a plan can aid economic 
development efforts, as quality of life is a key factor in employer 
relocation. 
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2. a plan For leanDer’s Future
HoW WAs tHIs PLAn DEvELoPED? WHo WAs InvoLvED?
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Chapter Two
a plan For leanDer’s Future
tHE PLAn AnD Its PurPosE

Plan Objectives

 ■ Define the city’s biggest assets and 
challenges

 ■ Make recommendations about the 
type and character of development 
appropriate in different parts of the 
city

 ■ Recommend and prioritize policies, 
key projects, and resources and 
determine implementation partners

 ■ Provide guidance to the city in 
developing and directing future 
capital budgets

 ■ Serve as the basis for zoning decisions 
throughout the city

seCtion 10.02 Comprehensive plan. The Council shall adopt and maintain a 
comprehensive plan, and all public and private development shall conform with the adopted 
comprehensive plan, or the applicable elements or portions thereof. The comprehensive  
plan may be amended at anytime and shall be reviewed and considered for amendment or  
revision every five years.

Destination Leander is the city’s planning effort to 
update the current comprehensive plan.  
A comprehensive plan is best described as a guide  
to the city’s future. It informs current and future 
decision makers on where they are now, where  
they want to go, how they intend to get there,  
and who will help them along the way. 

The city needs an updated comprehensive plan 
because it is growing and changing. Leander has 
evolved from a small, ranching community to a 
thriving suburban destination in Central Texas (Map 
1: Context Area). Its location, high quality school 
system and relatively low cost of living continue to 
draw thousands of residents to its boundaries.

As outlined in section 10.02 of Leander’s Charter, 
the city’s comprehensive plan provides the basis 
for Leander’s regulations and policies that guide 
its physical development. The plan establishes 
priorities for public action and direction for 
complementary private decisions. It provides a 
flexible framework that can be updated, revised, 
and improved upon over time to stay relevant to 
the issues the city must address as well as the 
opportunities the city chooses to pursue. It serves 
as a tool to evaluate new development proposals 
and direct capital improvements and to guide 
public policy in a manner that ensures that Leander 
continues to grow as a premier destination within 
the greater Austin region.



Destination leanDer COMPREHEnSIVE PLAn

6  

Lake
Marble
Falls

Lakeway
Airpark

Lago Vista
TX-Rusty

Allen Airport

Taylor
Municipal

Airport

Bastrop

Blanco

Burnet

Hays

Travis

Williamson

UV111

UV1

UV1325

UV45

UV418

UV1

UV169

UV29

UV275

UV360

UV71

UV427

UV343

UV169

UV95

UV111

£¤183

£¤183

£¤79

£¤183

£¤183

£¤183

£¤79

£¤290

§̈¦35

§̈¦35

§̈¦35

§̈¦35

ROUND
ROCKCEDAR

PARK

GEORGETOWN

AUSTIN

LEANDER

LAKEWAY

PFLUGERVILLE

TAYLOR

HUTTO

JOLLYVILLE
WELLS

BRANCH

BRUSHY
CREEK

BARTON
CREEK

LIBERTY
HILL

POINT
VENTURE

THE
HILLS

LAGO
VISTA

JONESTOWN

BRIARCLIFF

BEE CAVE

HUDSON
BEND

LOST
CREEK

ELGIN

WEST
LAKE
HILLS

WEBBERVILLE

ROLLINGWOOD

MANOR

WINDEMERE

HORNSBY
BEND

Arkansas
Bend Park

Pace
Bend
Park

Walnut Creek
Metropolitan

Park

Commons Ford
Metropolitan

Park

Gus Fruth
Park

Emma Long
Metropolitan

Park

Barton
Creek

Greenbelt

Zilker
Metropolitan

Park

Lake Walter
E Long Park

Old Settlers
Palm Valley

Park

San
Gabriel

Park

Wills
Creek
Park

BALCONES CANYONLANDS
NATIONAL

WILDLIFE REFUGE

Context Features

Leander City Limits

Cities

Parks / Open Space

Transportation Features

Limited Access Highway

Highway

Major Road

Metro Rail Red Line

C O N T E X T Disclaimer:  This map was created with the best available data, however, it is provided "as is" 
without warranty of any representation of accuracy, timeliness, reliability or completeness.  
This map does not represent a legal survey of the land and is for graphical purposes only. 
Use of this Data for any purpose should be with acknowlegement of the limitations of the Data, 
including the fact that the Data is dynamic and is in a constant state of maintenance.

0 1.5 30.75
Miles

Data Source: City of Leander, Esri, USGS, Williamson County, Travis County, Austin Public Transit
Date: 9/11/2015

CITY OF LEANDER COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Did you know?
The City of Leander is the fourth-
fastest-growing city in the state of 
Texas.

Map 1: Context Area

n
O R T H

0 0�5 1 2
Miles



CHAPTER 2: A PLAn FOR LEAnDER’S FUTURE

  7

onE CoMMunIty, onE PLAn

Leander has a long-standing tradition of preparing 
plans to manage city operations. Each department 
undertakes a regular planning process to 
identify a program of work to strengthen and 
assist in the management of the city and its 
extraterritorial jurisdiction. Together, all of 
these plans, ordinances and programs make up 
a growth management system intended to guide 
development and create opportunities within 

the community. A comprehensive plan considers 
how each of these elements are interrelated and 
interdependent. It builds on previous planning 
efforts and provides an opportunity to examine 
these individual efforts collectively. The result, 
this comprehensive plan,  
is one that aligns individual departmental 
programs and serves as the general plan for the 
development of and investment by the city.  
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tHE PLAnnInG ProCEss

The process to update Leander’s 
Comprehensive Plan was divided into five 
phases. Each phase of work was guided by an 
inclusive public engagement process. The first 
phase focused on project initiation tasks such 
as data collection, a review of existing plans, 
and studies and a kick-off meeting and study 

area tour. During Phase Two, the consultant 
team inventoried existing conditions in the 
study area to provide an overview of issues and 
opportunities to be considered in subsequent 
phases. Land use concepts supported by 
illustrations and imagery were developed 
in Phase Three. Based on the results of the 

previous phases, a set of recommendations 
and implementation strategies that support 
the concepts were developed during Phase 
Four. The final phase of the process consisted 
of merging all plan components into a single 
comprehensive document. This report is the 
deliverable of this final phase of work. 

tHE FIvE PHAsEs

1

PROject  
kIckOFF

Data collection, review 

of existing plans and 

studies, kick-off meeting, 

study area tour

2

InventORy anD 
aSSeSSMent

Inventory and assessment 

of existing conditions, 

identification of issues and 

opportunities

3

Plan  
DevelOPMent

Development of land use 

concepts with supporting 

illustrations and imagery

4

gOalS anD 
RecOMMenDatIOnS

Creation of 

recommendations and 

implementation strategies 

that support the land use 

concepts

5

Plan 
DOcUMentatIOn

Collection of plan 

components into 

this final plan report 

document to be presented 

for adoption
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PuBLIC InvoLvEMEnt

Guiding development of the plan was an extensive 
public engagement process. Understanding 
community values today ensures that this 
plan, implemented in accordance with the 
recommendations, supports and advances 
those priorities over the long term. The process 
combined both traditional and innovative 
techniques to encourage a diverse group of 
citizens to contribute to the plan. These public 
engagement methods included public meetings 
and workshops, a robust online presence, and 
leadership from a Steering Committee to help 
guide the process. 

Public meeting participation ranged from  
large open house type meetings to small 
stakeholder roundtables. Additionally, online 
methods such as surveys, project web page 
updates,MindMixer social media engagement, 
e-mail notifications, and Facebook posts were 
employed to elicit public participation. Each 
of these techniques encouraged the public to 
learn about the plan and convey their opinions 
regarding what was important for the city to 
consider over the next 20 years.

SteeRIng cOMMIttee 
The Steering Committee, a diverse group of Leander 
residents, business owners and community leaders, 
guided this effort. Regular meetings of this group 
were held throughout the process to set goals, 
provide feedback and advise the project team on 
plan concepts and recommendations. A list of 
the Steering Committee members is found in the 
Acknowledgements section of this report.

technIcal cOMMIttee
A committee made up primarily of Leander 
staff provided technical support to the planning 
effort. Representatives from public safety, parks, 
economic development, engineering, planning and 
development, finance and city management. A list 
of the Technical Committee members is listed in the 
Acknowledgements section of this report.

StakehOlDeR InteRvIeWS
Stakeholder interviews were conducted to verify 
and supplement the data gathered, to explain the 
conditions observed and to further understand the 
issues and opportunities that affect the study area. 
The input from these interviews supplemented 

“Planning is bringing the future into the present so that you can do 
something about it now.” 

-Alan Lakein

▲Community members attend the third public meeting of the process.

▲Regular communication among the technical committee allowed the 
plan to develop smoothly.
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 ▲Regular public meetings were held to gather public opinion about the goals and future vision for Leander.

the feedback received directly from citizens and 
property owners participating in the process. The 
stakeholders included key personnel from city and 
county departments as well as representatives from 
a variety of interest groups including real estate 
developers and brokers, home owners associations, 
religious institutions, the school district, health 
department and others. 

cOMMUnIty MeetIngS
Community meetings were held throughout the 
planning process to provide an opportunity for the 
public to come together and learn about the project 
and guide development of the vision for the future 
of Leander. During the first meeting, residents 
met to learn about the project and refine the goals 

established by the Steering Committee. Participants 
also participated in a live polling exercise to set 
priorities and identify major issues and opportunities 
in Leander. The second community meeting was 
designed as an interactive visioning session to 
develop the Future Land Use element of the project 
and to identify strategies to realize this vision. 
During the third and final meeting, participants 
refined the Future Land Use concept and suggested 
ways in which the plan can be effectively 
implemented over time. 

WebSIte
A website, www.leandertx.mindmixer.com, was 
developed to create a virtual meeting experience and 
provide an online resource for community members. 

Online Participation

 ■ Over 1,300 individuals participated online. 

 ■ Nearly 9,000 combined views on both the 
city’s website and the MindMixer website. 

 ■ Community members contributed over 160 
ideas via the website.  

 ■ The average participant was a 43-year old, 
female. 
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“I would love to see our community grow to offer more 
parks, a recreation center, a hike/bike trail and pedestrian 
friendly streets.  I would also love to see new businesses 
come to our community, offering a wide variety of services 
from restaurants to gyms to professional services.  This 
community is changing so fast-for the better-and is growing 
so fast!  I am very excited about the new ACC campus 
coming and I am encouraged by the parks planning that is 
happening now!  Great job, city leaders and residents!” - 
Rebecca Z.

“I see Old Town Leander as a place that keeps some of the historical 
value we have at this location.  We do not have many places in town 
that can be viewed as historical. Old Town will be a complement to the 
TOD (rail station) and should have a different feel.  Should be laid out 
for strolling and exploring with plenty of sidewalks and connectivity to 
the rail station.  Where possible, the old buildings should be retained 
and new construction should be designed to complement the existing 
structures.  A collection of boutique restaurants, shops, residences, 
etc.” - David S. 

“The best decision I ever made was buying a house in Leander. 
Being from Austin, I naturally wanted to look for a house in 
the Austin area, my husband is from Leander/Cedar Park, 
convinced me to look at some houses in the area. Granted 
they were a lot more within our price range but since starting 
a family, I feel so comfortable walking the kids to school and 
how friendly the school cross guards are. When thinking about 
growing our family and looking somewhere else to live, I now 
can't imaging not living in Leander or around the area we 
currently live in.”- April B. 

“We’re fortunate to reside in one of the fastest growing counties in 
the nation, near one of the most popular cities for a wide variety of 
people and events, and within one of the most pro-business states in 
the country.  Leander has received good press and high praise from 
the local and statewide media and people are starting to notice.  The 
proverbial iron is hot - now we need to strike with the direct intention 
of forming a community we can all be proud to call home.” -Joel W. 

“Leander needs a 'hub'.... a place to walk around, eat, shop, get coffee 

etc. & let kids play all in 1 area. Even on a small scale, that would be 

huge for this area. A few restaurants, play areas and shops.”  

- Shannon P.  

cOMMUnIty IDeaS
Community members contributed over 160 ideas via the 
website.  The ideas highlighted on this page are some of the 
ones that received the most online “likes” from the community.

“I hope  Leander will one day have bus stops all over town along 
with sidewalks  so  you don’t have to drive a car to get around 
town  so people can walk ride a bike all over town to get where 
they need to be  along with buses to get you not just around town 
but  to Austin  and other city’s nearby.”  -Michael F. 
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3. leanDer toDaY
WHAt ArE LEAnDEr’s BEst oPPortunItIEs AnD Most PrEssInG IssuEs?
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Chapter Three
leanDer toDaY
Leander has experienced exceptional growth over 
the past two decades. From a population of 3,398 in 
1990 to an estimate of 38,206 in 2015, Leander grew 
by 488%. The City has evolved from a small ranching 
community to a thriving suburban destination in 
Central Texas. 

With this growth come a variety of opportunities 
and challenges. Continued population growth will 
demand more housing. Additional households will 
boost retail spending potential in the area and drive 
commercial development. In addition, there will 
be demand for more community services such as 
schools, parks, and recreation facilities. New facilities 
for police, fire, and EMS will also be required to 
adequately serve the area. Similarly, infrastructure 
improvements will be needed to manage the demand 
placed on transportation and utility systems. 

In order to pay for all of these community services 
and facilities, Leander needs to diversify its tax 
base. Currently, 78 percent of Leander’s tax base 
is supported by residential property taxes. Over 

time, this imbalance will result in costs that exceed 
available funding, and meeting the needs of the 
residents will become increasingly difficult. Costs 
incurred to meet the demands of existing and 
future residents can be partially offset through tax 
revenue generated by nonresidential development. 
City leaders know that for Leander to capitalize on 
these opportunities, and maintain its appeal, it must 
diversify its tax base and become a destination for 
employers and retailers. 

The recommendations provided in this plan will 
inform decision makers and future policies so that 
the City can leverage its attractive location, the 
availability of transit and quality of life in order 
to draw future residents and, just as important, 
additional employers and commercial businesses 
that will contribute additional revenue to the 
City’s economy. The following pages summarize 
the benefits and opportunities in Leander today. A 
full report of the City’s existing conditions can be 
found in the State of the City document found in the 
Appendix of this report.

CoMMunIty CoMPArIson:  
POPULATIOn GROWTH

Texas is growing.  A strong, diversified economy continues to 
attract people to the Lone Star State which fuels local housing 
markets.  According to 2013 Census reports, three of the 
ten fastest growing metro areas in the nation are in Texas: 
Houston, Dallas and Austin.  The following table illustrates 
Leander’s  recent population growth in comparison to other 
high-growth communities across the state. 

Source: AmericAn community Survey 2009-2013, uS cenSuS BureAu

CoMPArAtIvE CItIEs GroWtH sInCE 1990

Map 
REf City oR town 1990 2000

% 
CHG 2010

% 
CHG 2013

% 
CHG

LeAndeR 3,398 7,596 124% 26,521 249% 31,717 20%

2 RoCkwALL 10,486 17,976 71% 37,490 109% 40,922 9%

3 Round RoCk 30,923 61,136 98% 99,887 63% 109,821 10%

4 MAnsfieLd 15,607 28,031 80% 56,368 101% 60,872 8%

5 MissouRi City 36,176 52,913 46% 67,358 27% 70,185 4%

6 fRisCo 6,141 33,714 449% 116,989 247% 136,791 17%

7 PfLugeRviLLe 4,444 16,335 268% 46,936 187% 53,752 15%

8 kyLe 2,225 5,314 139% 28,016 427% 31,760 13%

9 fLoweR Mound 15,527 50,702 227% 64,669 28% 68,609 6%

10 keLLeR 13,683 27,345 100% 39,627 45% 42,907 8%

3
8

7
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6 29
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CurrEnt HousInG MIx

FuturE  HousInG MIx

rEsIDEntIAL DEstInAtIon

HIGH-QuALIty LIvInG

HousInG trEnDs

PoPuLAtIon GroWtH AnD ProJECtIons 

Source: uS cenSuS BureAu (projectionS Are for leAnder etj)
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POPUlatIOn 
IncReaSe SInce 1990

1,024% 

Since Leander has recently emerged 
as a bedroom community to Austin, 

the  
majority of its housing stock  

has been built since 2000.

360% 

Leander will remain a place that attracts residents. The top-
rated school system, housing availability and affordability and 
convenience to Austin and other employment centers make 
Leander a great choice for households looking for an easy and 
convenient lifestyle. 

Demographic trends, such as the “graying” of the 
population, will drive demand for more housing 
options for seniors. In addition, generational 
preferences and economic conditions will continue 
to impact the homeownership rate in Leander. 
The inability to obtain a mortgage and the 

Millennial’s inclination toward renting are two of the 
contributing factors to this trend. To accommodate 
this diversity of housing demand, Leander will 
need to encourage the development of a variety 
of housing types, including townhomes, duplexes, 
bungalow courts and apartments.

7.5%
MIxeD hOUSIng*

92.5%
SIngle FaMIly hOUSIng

20%
MIxeD hOUSIng*

80%
SIngle FaMIly hOUSIng

IncReaSe In  
hOUSIng UnItS  

(2000-2014)

*mixed HouSing includeS A vAriety of HigHer denSity HouSing typeS including 
townHomeS, duplexeS, ApArtmentS, etc.
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KEy stAts

ACtIvE CoMMunIty

Leander was named the  
17th saFest CitY  

in texas  
(of all population sizes)  

by Safe Wise!

On a national level, Leander is 
ranked in the  

top 100 saFest Cities 
in the United States.

The Leander Police Department 
is a full-service public safety 

agency that is committed 
to providing a wide range 

of community services. The  
Leander Fire Department is a 

value driven organization that is 
in place to protect the lives and 

the property of the area from fire 
and/or other types of disaster. 

sAFEty FIrst

OF PUblIc PaRk lanD In leanDeR

232 Acres

OF PUblIc gOlF cOURSe 
cRyStal FallS gOlF clUb

142 Acres
OF PRIvate  
PaRk lanD

100 Acres

cOMPlete PlanneD

Hike & Bike Trails

15 Miles 140 Miles

The Leander Parks and Recreation department operates and 
maintains 10 parks and a variety of recreational facilities. 
Leander Parks and Recreation also offers a variety of recreation 
programs and coordinates special events. 

CoMMunIty CoMPArIson:  
HOUSInG

Leander offers an affordable yet high quality of living. 
Many residents indicated housing cost as one of the 
primary reasons for choosing Leander as their home. The 
following table illustrates median owner-occupied home 
value in comparison to other high-growth communities 
across the state. 

Source: AmericAn community Survey 2009-2013

MEDIAn oWnEr-oCCuPIED HoME vALuE (2013)

$277,200

$264,100
$147,900
$167,500
$250,400

$158,800

$179,600
$168,800

$191,900

$154,500

50,000

10
0,000

15
0,000

200,000

250,0000

Leander

rockwaLL

round rock

MansfieLd

Missouri city

frisco

PfLugerviLLe

kyLe

fLower Mound

keLLer
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EConoMIC oPPortunIty

The majority of Leander residents, 97%, commute outside of 
the City for work. In addition the City’s job to housing ratio is 
the lowest among neighboring jurisdictions. 

More local employment options would not only provide 
jobs for residents and increase the non-residential tax base 
but also result in reduced vehicle-miles-traveled, fewer 
air pollution emissions, lower costs to businesses and 
commuters, lower public expenditures on facilities and 
services, and a higher quality of life. 

2,557 11,683347
commuting in commuting outLiving and 

working in 
Leander

More people living and working in Leander results in 
a day-time population that would also support retail 
and commercial business. According to the Retail 

Coach 2013 Primary Retail Trade Area Gap Analysis, 
Leander loses potential sales in a variety of categories 
including the following:

EMPLoyMEnt DEstInAtIon

The City of Leander has a 0.3 jobs/housing unit ratio. 
Comparatively, Williamson County has a 0.76 jobs/housing 
unit ratio, and the City of Austin reported a ratio of 1.7. A ratio of  
1.0 jobs per household is a target for suburban markets.

-$13.5 million 
haRDWaRe StOReS

-$3.3 million 
DRInkIng PlaceS

-$3.7 million
SPORtIng gOODS,  

bIcycle anD gUnS StOReS

-$38 million
gROceRy StOReS

-$88 million
ReStaURantS

-$76 million
geneRal  

MeRchanDISe StOReS

rEtAIL GroWtH PotEntIAL
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EDuCAtIonAL DEstInAtIon

ACC CAMPus 
The 100-acre Campus of ACC is projected to open in Leander 
in 2017, bringing more than 2,000 STUDENTS and 500 
FACULTy and staff members to the city.

LEAnDEr IsD stAts AnD FACts 

 ■ 10th Fastest Growing School District in Texas

 ■ Low Economically Disadvantaged population 
(18.9%) [59.8% in Texas] 

 ■ Leander ISD ranked 3rd in Texas High STAAR 
passage rate (83.3%) [71.8% in Texas] 

 ■ 53% of Leander 8th Graders are considered 
college-ready according to a national College 
Board Assessment. 25% is the national average.

 ■ 15:1 Students/Teachers

 ■ $7,118 spent per student ($7,127 statewide average) 

ConvEnIEnt ACCEss to trAnsIt

The Red Line Rail service along with the three CapMetro bus routes currently comprise the existing 
transit in the City of Leander. CapMetro bus service provides weekday-only service on the following three 
routes (two express and one direct):

 ■ 983-n us183 eXPRess 
Connects Leander with the University of Texas  and Downtown Austin.

 ■ 985-LeAndeR/LAkeLine diReCt 
Connects Leander with East Riverside /Travis Heights, downtown Austin, University of Texas 
and Lakeline Mall. 

 ■ 987-LeAndeR/nw eXPRess 

Connects Leander with East Riverside /Travis Heights, University of Texas, downtown Austin 
and Lakeline Mall.

AvErAGE DAILy rIDErs FALL 2014 sErvICE PErIoD

route service riders

983 Express 600

985 Express 167

987 Express 337

550 Rail 3,175

Total 4,279

fAll Service period coverS mid-AuguSt - mid-jAnuAry. cApmetro riderSHip, 2014

Leander is a destination because of its schools. In 1855, 
Leander opened the first school in the area. The planned 
Austin Community College (ACC) will build on this history 
and continue the tradition of learning in the community. 
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4. leanDer tomorroW
WHAt’s tHE vIsIon For tHE FuturE oF LEAnDEr?
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Chapter Four
leanDer tomorroW
Destination Leander is a policy document intended to guide development of the city to desired, community- 
supported outcomes. By defining a direction forward, public investment decisions can be better informed 
and result in opportunities that will improve Leander’s quality of life and competitive position in the region, 
and stimulate subsequent private-sector investment. 

This section outlines the vision, goals, future land use and transportation policies that will help shape the 
physical development of the city over the next 20 years. 

vision for leander

The community of Leander envisions 
a future where the city will continue to 
grow and prosper in a way that promotes 
a high quality of life, builds an identity 
through a diversity of experiences and 
destinations and ensures that all  
Leander residents have access to a 
variety of housing, transportation  
and employment options. 
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Provide a balanced mix of complementary uses 
that support a strong and diverse tax base.    

Position Leander as a destination for employers.     

Prepare Leander as a destination  
for education.       

Promote Old Town as a civic and  
cultural destination.       

Promote the Transit Oriented Development 
(TOD) as an urban destination within a 
suburban community.

      

GoALs
This vision is supported by a set of interrelated goals. Each goal addresses a variety of elements that are typical of a comprehensive planning process. For example, for Leander 
to work towards the goal of becoming a destination for employers, numerous elements such as economic development, mobility, utilities and facilities, etc., have to work in 
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Enhance Leander’s public spaces to  
create and link destinations.       

Connect destinations.       

Create strong neighborhoods with  
a variety of housing choices.     

Foster civic pride.         

Continue to expand infrastructure to serve 
Leander residents.    

Continue to provide premium public safety  
services to Leander residents.   



Destination leanDer COMPREHEnSIVE PLAn

22  

tHE FuturE LAnD usE PLAn

The Leander Future Land Use Plan (Map 2) is a 
conceptual representation of the development 
pattern leaders and citizens of Leander 
envision for the future of the study area. The 
map is descriptive, not prescriptive, conveying 
the community’s desires for the future and 
the flexibility needed to respond to market 
opportunities over the next two decades.  It was 
developed with the community’s goals in mind.

There are 12 land use categories illustrated on 
the map. Each land use category is intended 
to indicate a predominant land use—or set 

of uses—as well as other features that define 
the character of development in connection 
with the category. A brief description of each 
category is provided below. Each description 
is consistent with the ideas and vision the 
community has for the future development 
pattern. These descriptions do not propose a 
change to existing development within each 
category; instead, they suggest an appropriate 
direction moving forward and describe the 
qualities to be embodied by new development 
and redevelopment. 

LAnD usE PoLICIEs

Provide a balanced mix of 
complementary uses that support 
a strong and diverse tax base.

Encourage a range of housing 
types at a variety of price points.  

Focus commercial growth 
in Activity, Community and 
Neighborhood Centers.

Direct highest concentrations of 
land use intensity and mix within 
the TOD.

Consider both the land use 
pattern and roadway design in the 
development and redevelopment 
of corridors. 

Direct job-generating uses to 
the Employment Mixed Use and 
Industrial areas.   

Encourage development that 
creates a sense of place through 
architectural design and 
landscaping. 
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tHE MIssInG MIDDLE
The Missing Middle is a range of housing types 
compatible in scale with single-family homes 
that help meet the growing demand for walkable 
living. As Leander grows, it will need to provide 
this range of housing within its neighborhoods to 
accommodate an increasingly diverse population.    

 

For more information:                                                                 
www.missingmiddlehousing.com 
Source:  Opticos Design, Inc.
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nEIGHBorHooD rEsIDEntIAL

Neighborhood Residential is intended to accommodate a variety of housing types. The density and mix of housing 
types is dependent on a number of suitability factors including environmental constraints (such as steep topography 
and floodplain), the availability of sewer infrastructure, and proximity to neighborhood and community centers, 
existing and planned parks and recreation sites,  schools, and the road network. A suitability analysis was conducted 
to further understand the type and scale of residential appropriate in different areas of the city. A copy of this analysis 
is located in the Appendix of this document.

 ■ Low-density, single-family detached residential 

development is appropriate in areas with steep 

topography, floodplain or other natural features. This 

includes areas within the Lower Colorado River Basin 

that is marked by steeper slopes and subject to strict 

regulations on wastewater discharge. Residential areas 

in the Lower Colorado River Basin should have larger 

lots if dependent on septic systems. If access to a public 

or private sewer systems is available, then a clustered 

development pattern is ideal in order to maintain views 

and reduce the need for mass grading. 

 ■ Areas that are relatively flat and where sewer systems 

exist or extensions are feasible will be of medium density. 

This includes the Brushy Creek Basin and most of the 

San Gabriel River Basin within the Planning Area. New 

development may consist of a variety of single-family 

detached and attached units but should be compatible 

with adjacent existing neighborhoods. Significant natural 

features, such as stands of mature forest, floodplains and 

areas critical to infiltration for groundwater supply should 

be preserved as open space. Lot size, setbacks, and frontage 

requirements should be flexible to allow for clustering and 

maximize the ability to achieve context sensitive design. 

 ■ Areas located proximate (within 1/2 mile) to identified 

neighborhood and community centers and roads 

with sufficient capacity and connectivity will provide 

for higher density residential. Single-family of all 

types, townhomes, duplexes and quadplexes are 

appropriate in these areas. Apartment complexes are 

most appropriate within the  TOD or in an Activity 

Center. Neighborhoods should provide street and trail 

connections to each other and to neighborhood and 

community center nodes.

CoMPAtibLe Zoning use CoMPonents: SFR, SFE, SFS, SFU, SFC, SFL, SFT, TF, PUD

side-by-side duplex

quadplex

bungalow court

live/work units

stacked duplex

carriage house

townhomes

apartments
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CEntErs

Centers are destinations within the community. 
They are concentrated mixed-use areas that 
contain a diverse mix of commercial, office, 
institutional and residential uses designed in a 
walkable, pedestrian-oriented form. A mixture of 
uses activates streets, creates places people want 
to be, and provides opportunities for safe walking 
and biking. They are or will be located near 
concentrations of existing or planned residential 
neighborhoods, and in areas with access to major 
roadways and utilities. Centers are best located at 
the intersections of major streets. Such uses should 
be discouraged from “midblock” locations where it 
is more difficult to distribute traffic flows. 

Centers are an efficient alternative to conventional 
development. They create walkable environments, 
reduce sprawl and increase efficiency in delivering 
basic urban services. These areas provide residents 
choices, leading to a more resilient community to 
live, work, and play. 

Key characteristics of centers include an 
interconnected street system that provides access 
to shopping, services, housing and amenities, and 
a well-connected pedestrian and bicycle network. 

Centers should create a “park once” environment.  
Where possible, new commercial buildings should 
be oriented to activate streets; parking should 
be placed to the rear or side of the structure. 
Driveways should be consolidated and parking lots 
should be connected. 

Centers should be seamlessly connected to adjacent 
neighborhoods with an appropriate transition of uses 
and buildings types that are compatible with single-
family residential.  Parks and community open spaces 
should be integrated and connected by a network of 
sidewalks and greenways. Each center should evoke 
a sense of place and have elements that contribute to 
a cohesive identity such as consistent architecture, 
landscaping and signage. 

There are three types of centers defined for Leander: 
neighborhood, community and activity. Each type 
varies in size, the intensity and mixture of uses, and 
service trade area. A service trade area analysis was 
conducted to further the city’s understanding of the 
appropriate location and scale of the centers throughout 
the community. A copy of this analysis is located in the 
Appendix of this document. 

three types of 
centers: 

 ■ Activity

 ■ Community

 ■ Neighborhood
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neIghbORhOOD centeR

Neighborhood Centers are the smallest of the three types of 
Centers. They typically serve a local population and provide a 
few daily convenience uses and personal services to surrounding 
neighborhoods, such as corner markets, day care centers, dry 
cleaners and salons. Neighborhood Centers should be walkable and 
well-connected to existing and planned neighborhoods. 

Size: Neighborhood Centers typically have fewer than 30,000 square 
feet of commercial uses and serve the immediate surrounding 
neighborhoods. 

Typical Uses: Retail and service-oriented businesses; small 
professional offices; small-lot single-family, townhouses, duplexes 
and quadplexes; churches, gyms, child care centers, and other civic 
and institutional uses; parks and public spaces. 

Targets: 45% Residential, 55% Non-residential

Compatible Zoning Use Components: LC, LO, TF, SFT, SFL, PUD
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cOMMUnIty centeR

Community Centers also provide the same uses and 
services offered by a Neighborhood Center. Additionally, 
Community Centers include uses that are demanded less 
frequently than daily, and are typically anchored by grocery 
stores. Community Centers should have an internal network 
of streets and promote walkability within the Center. 

Size: Compared to Neighborhood Centers, Community 
Centers serve a larger population and typically have service 
areas up to one mile and include up to 125,000 square feet of 
commercial space. 

Typical Uses: Community-serving commercial uses 
(grocery stores, restaurants and services); small 
professional offices; small-lot single-family, townhomes, 
duplexes, quadplexes; parks and public spaces.

Targets: 45% Residential, 55% Non-residential

Compatible Zoning Use Components: GC, LC, LO, TF, SFT, 
SFL, PUD
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actIvIty centeR

Activity Centers are the shopping destinations within the 
community. They provide a wide range of commercial uses 
including restaurants and a mixture of big box (i.e., Target, Best 
Buy) and junior retail anchors (i.e., Ulta, PetSmart). Activity Centers 
should also be developed along an internal network of streets. 
Parking requirements should maximize land efficiency while 
encouraging pedestrian-oriented design. 

Size: Compared to Neighborhood and Community Centers, Activity 
Centers serve a larger population, typically have a service area 
radius of up to six miles, and include up to 400,000 square feet of 
commercial space. 

Typical Uses: Region-serving commercial uses (big box retailers, 
restaurants, entertainment facilities and services); office; 
townhomes, apartments; institutional uses; civic uses, such as 
libraries or recreation facilities; parks and public spaces. 

Targets: 45% Residential, 55% Non-residential

Compatible Zoning Use Components: GC, LC, LO, MF, TF, SFT, PUD
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CorrIDors

Corridors are the areas between centers that support a 
broad range of uses and activities, including retail, offices, 
residential and institutional. Compared to other areas, 
corridors are critical both to the mobility and livability of 
a city. They serve as the major links between destinations 
within a community.  As corridors develop and redevelop 
over time the land use pattern and roadway design should 
be planned together and reinforce each other.

Since corridors serve as the major gateways into Leander, 
special attention should be paid to the aesthetics, access 
and uses of these areas as redevelopment or development 
occurs. Landscaping, streetscaping and signage, including 
wayfinding, should create a cohesive identity along the 
corridor. New commercial buildings should be oriented 

to the street; parking should be placed to the rear or side 
of the structure. New development should avoid fronting 
the “service side” of commercial buildings as well as the 
“backs” of residential developments along corridors or 
appropriately screen these areas. Driveways should be 
consolidated and parking lots should be connected. 

This category distinguishes between existing commercial 
corridors (i.e., US 183, Old 2243 West and Crystal Falls 
Parkway) and those corridors not yet built-out that could 
accommodate a mixture of uses (i.e., Lakeline Boulevard, 
Ronald Reagan Boulevard and San Gabriel Parkway).

two types of 
corridors

 ■ Commercial

 ■ Mixed Use
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ACCEss MAnAGEMEnt
Key to successful corridor development and 
redevelopment is integrated land use and 
transportation planning.  Access management 
is one strategy that address both mobility and 
development along a corridor.  

Access management is the process of coordinating, 
planning, designing and implementing land use 
and transportation strategies so that the flow of 
traffic between the road and the surrounding land is  
efficient and safe.

To increase roadway capacity and make corridors 
safer and more efficient, corridor development and 
redevelopment plans must take every opportunity 
to implement driveway consolidation, side-street 
access to  properties, use of rear alleys for access and 
loading, appropriate signal controls and signage, and 
restriction and control of left-turn movements. 

183 between leander 
middle school and 

Fm 2243

183 at Gateway at 
leander

no access management access management
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cOMMeRcIal cORRIDOR

The purpose of the Commercial Corridor designation is to allow for 
additional commercial development along corridors already devoted 
to primarily commercial and office uses. 

Application:  All land within approximately 500 feet of the outer 
edge of the right-of-way (typically one block deep) should be 
considered a part of the corridor.

Typical Uses: A variety of medium-intensity uses including general 
businesses and services, offices, restaurants, retail, professional and 
medical services, light industrial, flex space, storage and even some 
limited residential uses.

Design Standards:  
 ■ Minimize driveways on corridor

 ■ Connect parking lots

 ■ Screen parking from view

 ■ Architecturally integrated signage

 ■ Sidewalks and street trees

Compatible Zoning Use Components: GC, LC, LO, PUD
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CorrIDors & CEntErs
Centers are destinations within the community. 
They are concentrated mixed-use areas that contain 
a diverse mix of commercial, office, institutional and 
residential uses designed in a walkable, pedestrian-
oriented form.  Corridors are the areas between 
centers that also support a broad range of uses and 
activities.  

As Leander continues to grow and develop, the 
highest intensity commercial uses should be focused 
in its Centers with lower intensity uses along its 
Corridors.  

The following example of this development pattern 
is from neighboring Avery Ranch.  

---
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cORRIDOR MIxeD USe

Areas along arterials between Centers that have available land 
should be developed to preserve the integrity of the corridor and 
maintain mobility. 

Application:  All land within approximately 500 feet of the outer 
edge of the right-of-way (typically one block deep) should be 
considered a part of the corridor.

Typical Uses: A variety of residential types, such as small-lot single-
family, townhomes, duplexes and quadplexes, civic and institutional 
uses (schools and places of worship) and small professional offices 
that complement residential development. Limited neighborhood-
serving commercial uses and higher-density residential are 
appropriate at intersections. 

Design Standards:  
 ■ Limited parking between corridors and buildings

 ■ Consistent landscaping and lighting

 ■ Pedestrian-friendly development

 ■ Low, monument style signage

 ■ Transit-ready

Compatible Zoning Use Components: LO, TF, SFT, SFL, PUD, LC*

*LC is only appropriate at intersections

Community 
Center

Mixed use

 Corrid
or



Destination leanDer COMPREHEnSIVE PLAn

CIty oF LEAnDEr  
SMaRt cODe

The City of Leander recently 
completed a major update to the 
land development regulations 
known as the SmartCode.

The SmartCode governs the development of land 
within the Transit Oriented Development (TOD) 
District. It includes standards for the mix of uses, 
types and orientation of buildings, design of streets, 
location of parks and open spaces and architectural 
standards for each Transect Zone. It’s primary 
focus is on the appropriate urban form based upon 
the intensity of land use. The land use categories 
described in this section support the intent and 
vision of the SmartCode in guiding growth and 
development in the TOD District.

For more information on Leander’s SmartCode 
please visit the City’s website at www.leandertx.gov.
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trAnsIt orIEntED DEvELoPMEnt (toD) DIstrICt

The TOD District is the area in the northeast quadrant of the city, including Old Town, 
the Station Area and the Transit Supportive Area.  Development within each of these 
areas is governed by the Leander Smart Code.   In the SmartCode, emphasis is placed 
on the location and public interface of development, i.e. “form”, rather than the use of the 
property. The SmartCode is based upon New Urbanism principals designed to create 
traditional pedestrian-oriented communities with neighborhoods and town centers with 
a mix and integration of residential, commercial and retail uses. The transect from the 
adopted SmartCode is illustrated below.

LEANDER SMARTCODE

SC7

Traditional Development Sectors:
S1:		The	S1	General	Sector	has	relatively	flat	terrain	suitable	for	compact	villages	or	neigh-
borhoods connected to each other and Leander Station and/or Old Town by thoroughfares, 
including paths and trails.
S2:		The	S2	Station	Sector	has	relatively	flat	terrain	within	approximately	half-mile	of	the	
Leander Station, suitable for transit-oriented development.
S3:		The	S3	Old	Town	Sector	is	the	original	center	of	Leander.		The	terrain	is	flat	and	the	
development pattern is a compact small town with a center consisting of numerous civic 
and	commercial	buildings,	surrounded	by	houses.	The	Old	Town	Sector	is	suitable	for	infill	
development, urban succession, urban expansion, and pedestrian and bicycle connections 
to Leander Station.

Other:
CD: The CD Conventional Development Sector is mostly separated from the transit station 
and Old Town by major thoroughfares. Though it accommodates conventional single-use 
development, compact walkable villages and neighborhoods are also appropriate. 

TABLE 1A.  INTENT - SECTORS

OS OPEN SPACE
 

CD CONVENTIONAL
DEVELOPMENT
SECTOR:
SMARTCODE
OPTION

S1 GENERAL 
SECTOR  

S2 STATION 
SECTOR

S3 OLD TOWN 
SECTOR

CD CONVENTIONAL
DEVELOPMENT
SECTOR:
CZO OPTION

Table 1A:  Intent - Sectors.  This table provides descriptions of the general character of each Sector, as part of the Intent 
Section 1.3. The Community Units described on Table 1B are available for New Community planning within these Sectors, 
as prescribed in Chapter 2 and Chapter 4.

▲Leander smartCode transect
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OlD tOWn MIxeD USe

This land use category is intended to enhance and reestablish the historic character of Old Town Leander. 
Development within Old Town should promote the revitalization and adaptive reuse, where appropriate, 
of existing historic structures. Infill development should complement the existing historic fabric of Old 
Town. A mix of uses, including office, retail and restaurants, should complement existing civic uses along 
North Brushy Street. Key to the success of Old Town is encouraging people to live in the immediate area. 
Therefore, a variety of housing types, including higher density residential, is appropriate, provided the scale 
of new development is compatible with existing development in Old Town. In addition, Old Town should be 
extremely walkable, providing for safe and convenient pedestrian access throughout the area. 
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StatIOn aRea MIxeD USe

The area considered Station Area Mixed Use is within approximately a half-mile of Leander Station. 
This area can support substantial mixed use development because of its proximity to existing regional 
thoroughfares and transit. Multi-story mixed use with retail, service, and/or restaurant uses on the 
ground floor should be oriented to the station. If one-story commercial buildings are present, they 
should be roughly equivalent in height to a two-story building or have false fronts to help hold the 
“outdoor room” of the street space. This category also provides several of the more urban dwelling types, 
including single-family, attached units, townhomes, apartments, and, in the center, mixed-use buildings 
such as live-work units and apartments over commercial. Station Area Mixed Use should simultaneously 
achieve a compact, walkable form of development while also providing the amount of parking projected 
for residents, workers, visitors and park-n-ride commuters. Public gathering spaces of varying sizes are 
desired. Block sizes and street types should facilitate safe pedestrian and bicycle movement, especially 
near the station. 
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tRanSIt SUPPORtIve MIxeD USe 

The Transit Supportive Mixed Use area supports a variety of uses oriented to the Station Area. 
Residential uses including small-lot, single-family attached and detached residential units, townhomes, 
and some small-scale, multi-family units should be integrated into this area. The higher-density 
residential development should be encouraged, particularly proximate to the Station Area. Convenience 
retail, small office, neighborhood service and civic uses are also appropriate in the Transit Supportive 
Mixed Use area. 
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EMPLoyMEnt ArEAs 

eMPlOyMent MIxeD USe

Employment Mixed Use is an area intended to accommodate a mix of light industrial, office, retail and 
service uses.  It should complement these other mixed use areas by providing opportunities for large-
footprint, single-tenant buildings that accommodate large numbers of employees but are inappropriately 
scaled for the walkable environments intended for Station Area Mixed Use and Transit Supportive Mixed 
Use Areas. With convenient access to 183A and Leander Station, and served by adequate utility service, 
this area is envisioned as the focus of economic development efforts to attract desirable employment 
and commercial uses to increase the city’s tax base. In order to be competitive, and as an alternative 
to conventional business park development of past decades, this employment-focused, mixed use area 
should be developed in accordance with contemporary land use and design principles. Commercial and 
retail uses should be located at the intersection of major roadways, higher-density housing types along a 
network of internal streets and office and business park uses in a campus-like setting. An interconnected 
street system and well connected pedestrian and bicycle network should provide access within and 
between all uses. 

CoMPAtibLe Zoning use CoMPonents: 
GC, LC, LO, MF, TF, SFT, HC, PUD
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InDUStRIal

The Industrial District land use category is intended to be located in close proximity to major transportation systems, including 
highways, tollways, railroads, etc. These areas are intended for industrial and employment land uses that may generate traffic 
and noise. These uses are important for the city’s economic development, and should be protected to avoid encroachment by 
incompatible use issues while aiding existing businesses expansion. Industrial uses should be developed with attention to 
aesthetics through the provision of landscaping along street frontages, screening of outdoor storage and assembly areas, and high-
quality design and materials where buildings are visible from roadways or adjacent residential development areas. 

CoMPAtibLe Zoning use CoMPonents:  HC, HI, PUD
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tHE trAnsPortAtIon PLAn

Traditionally, suburban communities have relied 
on their neighboring urban center for most jobs, 
service, and entertainment needs, and their 
priorities included maintaining or improving 
access between the community and the urban 
center.  The City of Leander is now looking to 
transform beyond a bedroom community into 
a sustainable and attractive place to live, work, 
and play. The key to help achieve this vision is to 
develop a high quality multimodal transportation 
network that complements the overall community 
character and provides local accessibility and 
livability to its residents and visitors.

To develop a successful multimodal transportation 
network, the City of Leander must take into 
account important concepts such as land use 
and appropriate functional classifications when 
planning its roads and highways. Transportation 
and land use are inevitably interconnected. 
The specific use of the land impacts a city’s 
transportation facilities and modes of travel, and 
vice versa. Improved integration of land use and 
transportation planning can reduce the need for 
roadway expansion and enhance the quality of life 
in a community. 

trAnsPortAtIon 
PoLICIEs

Ensure that the roadway network is 
consistent with current and future 
growth. 

Land use and development should 
be taken into account when planning 
functional classifications and 
roadway design.  

During every new roadway project, 
ensure that the entire right-of-way 
is planned, designed, constructed, 
operated, and maintained to provide 
safe access for all users.

Apply access management concepts 
along corridors to improve safety and 
mobility. 

Provide a safe and interconnected 
network of hike and bike trails 
throughout the community with 
connections to parks, neighborhoods, 
schools, the TOD and centers.  
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Map 3: transportation Map
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▲toll Roads/freeways Cross section
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toLL roADs/FrEEWAys

Toll Road and Freeways are access controlled roadways whose primary function is 
to provide for the rapid and efficient movement of large volumes of traffic between 
regions and within one region.  Direct access to abutting property is not an intended 
function of these facilities.  Design characteristics support the function of traffic 
movement by providing multiple travel lanes, a high degree of access control, and 
limited or no at-grade intersections.  

FunCtIonAL CLAssIFICAtIon

The concept of functionally classifying the roads within a network provides guidance 
for future development and suggests that the idea of a complete system consists of 
a mixture of roadway types. The functional classification system is a hierarchical 
organization of streets and highways that facilitate the safe and efficient operation 
of vehicles along different types of facilities. The functional roadway system 
facilitates a progressive transition in the flow of traffic from the provision of access 
to the provision of movement. The classification designation assists in selecting the 
appropriate roadway widths, design speeds, intersection features (stop controlled 
or traffic signal), and other design features. Freeway and arterial facilities are at one 
end of the classification system, primarily providing the function of moving vehicles. 
Collector and local streets are at the opposite end of the spectrum, providing access 
to property. To enable streets and highways to accomplish their intended function, the 
planning and design of the facilities should consider these elements that support the 
intended functions. Descriptions of the various roadway functional types and related 
planning and design considerations are provided in the following sections.
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▲Arterials Cross section
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ArtErIALs

Arterials primarily provide for traffic movements, with a minor function of providing 
direct access to abutting property.  Arterials typically serve as connections between 
major traffic generators and land use concentrations, and facilitate large volumes 
of through traffic traveling across a community.  Because direct access to abutting 
property is a secondary function of arterial streets, access should be carefully 
managed to avoid adverse impacts traffic flow on these facilities.
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CoLLECtors

Collector streets provide for a balance of traffic movement and property access 
functions.  Traffic movement is often internal to localized areas, with collectors 
connecting residential neighborhoods, parks, churches, etc with the arterial system.  
These streets tend to carry a high volume of traffic over a much shorter distance while 
providing for land access.  As compared to arterial streets, collectors accommodate 
smaller traffic volumes over shorter distances.    

 

rEsIDEntIAL

Residential streets are typically all other streets within the City of Leander that are 
not listed in any of the other descriptions. These streets provide access to adjoining 
residential land uses and distribute traffic to the surrounding roadway network. The 
character of residential streets can change from neighborhood to neighborhood. It 
should be noted that the roadways are not entirely for vehicular movement. They 
traditionally have a pedestrian and bicycle component in addition to vehicles. 
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Complete Streets are necessary due to the mixed-use nature of the entire roadway realm.  The roadway was once just 
considered the vehicular travel lanes from curb line to curb line.  The introduction of the Complete Street encompasses all 
potential users within the right-of-way.  This includes bicyclists, pedestrians, walkers/joggers, and ADA needs in addition 
to the automobile user.  There are a number of different design elements that are included within the Complete Streets 
concept.  There are some overlaps for each of the cross-sections and design elements, but in general, all the complete street 
encompassing details are outlined below:

Complete streets

 ■ travel lanes – The travel lanes are the areas designated for use by 
motor vehicles.  They are the primary component within the travel 
way. Depending on the roadway functional classification and location 
within the community, other uses are permitted within the travel 
lane boundaries.  These can include dedicated bike lanes, shared bike 
lanes or on-street parking.  When a mixture of uses is permitted, the 
travel lanes are typically wider than normal.   

 ■ roadway median – A roadway median may be constructed on high 
speed, high traffic volume roadways. The median can be removed 
or reduced at future date when the full roadway cross-section is 
required.  Medians can also be utilized to improve safety and/or 
aesthetics of roadways with lower speeds or volumes.  A median can 
help with access management or to provide pedestrian refuge area 
needs.     

 ■ on-street parking – The availability of on-street parking varies 
greatly by both area type and roadway classification. The On-Street 
Parking element is part of the Travel Way Cross-Section and can take 
many forms depending on the intended character of the roadway.  
Traditional parellel parking, angle or reverse angle parking with  an 
accompanying planting strip can increase the comfort for pedestrians 
and make mixed use centers more appealing, while providing needed 
parking. 

 ■ Bike Facility - Since the bike facilities can be on- or off-street, these are 
either part of the travel way or the pedestrian cross-section.  Historically 
Leander has not aggressively encouraged construction of on- or off-street 
bicycle lanes.  However, as the City population continues to increase and 
areas become more developed, the City shall consider the implementation 
of bike lanes – on-street, off-street, or shared lane.  

 ■ sidewalk - Sidewalks should be provided with all new construction and 
can have varying widths especially given the various area types.  The 
sidewalk does not have to be the traditional five-foot concrete path; it can 
be part of a trails plan or other planned part of a development.  In addition 
to providing sidewalks adjacent to the travel way, safe pedestrian crossings 
should also be provided.  Pedestrian crossings are a critical part of the 
travel way because the potential for motorist and pedestrian conflict is 
at its highest. Crossings are implied at all intersections, but safety and 
accessibility is improved with enhanced pedestrian crossings. 

 ■ pedestrian Buffer - The Pedestrian Buffer is truly dependent on the nature 
and classification of the adjacent roadway. The buffer is designed to 
provide a vegetative or other natural area between the travel way  
and the pedestrian area. There are established recommendations for 
the buffer widths, but a general rule is that the higher speed on the adjacent 
road the wider the buffer should be. While it is desirable to  
have this buffer on both sides of the street, circumstances may  
warrant the construction on only one side.
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5. From vision to aCtion Chapter Five
From vision to aCtion
The following recommendations are likely to have the greatest impact on Leander over 
the next 20 years. The implementation of the Plan must be facilitated through strong 
political will and effective tools. By implementing these strategies, the city can address 
some of its most pressing issues and capitalize on its most viable opportunities. 

The recommendations are organized by goals. The recommendations provide a 
measurable, intermediate end that directs progress toward a goal. The strategies 
provide a specific action or recommendation to achieve an identified goal or 
recommendation.

DEstInAtIon LEAnDEr:  
COMMUnITy GOALS

Provide a balanced mix of complementary 
uses that support a strong and diverse tax 
base.

Position Leander as a destination for 
employers. 

Prepare Leander as a destination for 
education.

Promote Old Town as a civic and cultural 
destination.

Promote the Transit Oriented Development 
District (TOD) as an urban destination 
within a suburban community.

Enhance Leander’s public spaces to create 
and link destinations. 

Connect destinations. 

Create strong neighborhoods with a variety 
of housing choices. 

Foster civic pride. 

Continue to expand infrastructure to serve 
Leander residents.

Continue to provide premium public safety 
services to Leander residents  
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provide a balanced mix of 
complementary uses that support a 
strong and diverse tax base.  
Growth in the City will be managed to desired community outcomes.  

Leander continues to be a bedroom 
community to Austin. The mix of non-
residential and residential uses is not 
very diverse which affects the area’s 
ability to support and sustain a strong 
tax base. Thirty-four percent of the City 
is currently residential. Commercial 
and industrial uses only make up 5% of 
the city. The remaining 60% is either 
parkland, vacant or agricultural. Leander 
has the opportunity to diversify land uses 
and capitalize on market opportunities 
in order to generate revenue to continue 
to provide facilities, services, and 
infrastructure that ensure Leander 
remains a great place to live, work, and 
play. The following set of strategies 
support this goal.

rECoMMEnDAtIons AnD strAtEGIEs

RecOMMenDatIOn 1
Continue to refine the city’s development process.
A streamlined review process is accomplished 
through development codes with provisions that 
are clearly written, feasible, and easily followed 
and administered, as well as through a minimal 
amount of steps to obtain documented approvals. 
By continually examining both codes and review 
procedures, the city can identify opportunities 
for improvement and, more importantly, be 
competitive in business retention and attraction 
while maintaining its signature business-friendly 
environment. 

Strategy 1.1
Review development proposals for consistency with 
the Future Land Use Plan.

Strategy 1.2
Revise development codes to ensure implementation 
of the Plan is possible.  

Strategy 1.3
Compare the city’s codes and review procedures to 
those of other jurisdictions, especially those that have 
demonstrated effective use of regulations, to achieve 
quality development. 

Strategy 1.4
Continue to refine the city’s codes and procedures 
to reflect changing market conditions.   

Strategy 1.5
Revise the review procedures to eliminate or 
expedite steps that add time to the process, which 
can increase development costs. 

Strategy 1.6
Continue the high level of customer service the city 
currently provides. 

RecOMMenDatIOn 2
Continue to plan for growth and development. 

Strategy 2.1
Conduct detailed small-area plans for key growth 
areas.  Immediate small area plans to consider 
include:

 ■ Old Town

 ■ Hero Way

 ■ Ronald Reagan Boulevard at SH 29 

Strategy 2.2
Revise the Plan every 5 years, with a major update 
every 10 years.  
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position leander as a 
destination for employers.
More residents will be able to live and work in Leander. People will commute to Leander for 
jobs. There will be a significant day-time population to support restaurants and shops. 

Ninety-seven percent of Leander’s residents commute outside 
of the city for work.  In addition, the city’s jobs to housing ratio 
is the lowest among neighboring jurisdictions.  More local 
employment options would not only provide jobs for residents and 
increase the non-residential tax base but also result in reduced 
vehicle-miles-traveled, fewer air pollution emissions, lower costs 
to businesses and commuters, lower public expenditures on 
facilities and services, and a higher quality of life.

The following strategies support the city’s economic 
development efforts that focus heavily on the attraction of major 
employers, which in turn will serve as a catalyst for a diversity 
of nonresidential development.
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RecOMMenDatIOn 1
Conduct a target industry analysis.

Strategy 1.1
Establish local recruiting targets that complement the eight 
regional target industries identified by Opportunity Austin 3.0. 

Strategy 1.2
Explore local target industry possibilities based on the 
curriculum of the area colleges and universities. Texas State at 
Round Rock, Concordia, Southwestern and Texas Tech at Marble 
Falls are four area institutions that are graduating people from 
programs that could attract industry growth.

RecOMMenDatIOn 2
Develop a strategy to market local targets.

Strategy 2.1
Partner with the Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce and 
Opportunity Austin to market these targets.

RecOMMenDatIOn 3
evaluate and expand the city’s existing set of economic 
development incentives.

Strategy 3.1
Determine their effectiveness in attracting and retaining 
businesses. Consider the following in the evaluation: 

 ■ Economic benefits to local economy vs. cost of incentive

 ■ Fiscal impacts to city 

 ■ Total impact of incentive to tax base

Strategy 3.2
Expand economic development tools to match city priorities. 

Strategy 3.2.1

Adopt Old Town Development Incentives and identify a 
sustainable funding source.  

Strategy 3.2.2

Establish a Tax Increment Finance District (TIF) for 
business park development.

RecOMMenDatIOn 4
increase “product” to attract and retain businesses. 
A lack of prepared sites and leasable building space for 
nonresidential uses is a deterrent for businesses wanting to 
locate in Leander, which affects the city’s competitive edge in 
attracting and retaining businesses.

Strategy 4.1
Based on the target industries’ site requirements, conduct a land 
analysis to identify and reserve tracts that would be suitable for 
future employment locations.

Strategy 4.2
Identify sites and partner with the Greater Austin Chamber of 
Commerce and Opportunity Austin to market them to potential 
developers and occupants. These sites should be inventoried in 
a readily-accessible and searchable database.

Strategy 4.3
Coordinate with willing property owners to extend utilities, or 
provide other assistance as feasible and appropriate. 

Strategy 4.3.1

Secure funding for infrastructure development in the TIF 
district. 

Strategy 4.3.2

Strategically rezone parcels that are highly suitable for 

rECoMMEnDAtIons AnD strAtEGIEs

oPPortunIty 
AustIn 3.0:  
Regional target 
Industries

 ■ Advanced 
Manufacturing

 ■ Clean Energy

 ■ Power Technology

 ■ Data Management

 ■ Creative and Digital 
Media Technology

 ■ Life Sciences

 ■ Corporate 
Headquarters

 ■ Regional Offices
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employment uses. This may require a zoning amendment to 
provide districts that are not cumulative. 

Strategy 4.4
Preserve access and visibility for these sites that could be 
developed as employment centers. 

RecOMMenDatIOn 5
support existing business.

Strategy 5.1
Continue to develop programs that support existing businesses.

Strategy 5.1.1

Structure a regular visitation program in conjunction with 
the Chamber of Commerce.

Strategy 5.1.2

Conduct the first of an annual survey of existing business 
to determine issues of concern.

Strategy 5.1.3

Develop an annual program to engage and recognize 
existing business contributions to job growth in the city.

Strategy 5.2
Partner with ACC to develop workforce development programs 
that support existing businesses’ talent needs. 

Strategy 5.3
Strengthen relationships between the business community and 
city leadership.

Strategy 5.3.1

Create a lunch conversation program for existing 
employers with the City Council and City Manager.

Strategy 5.3.2

Conduct a regular business bus tour of major employer 
facilities for the City Council.

 
RecOMMenDatIOn 6
position leander to become a ‘start-up’ and entrepreneurial 
city. 
With so many executives, retirees, and entrepreneurs living 
in the same city, there is an opportunity to bring them 
together and establish an environment of entrepreneurship 
and mentoring that could lead to a number of small business 
startups within the city.

Strategy 6.1
Partner with the Chamber to host an annual entrepreneur’s 
forum or startup competition in the city. 

Strategy 6.2
Create avenues for regular communication between local 
leaders, policy makers and small business owners. 

Strategy 6.3
Mitigate policy and procedural barriers that impede speed-to-
market for small businesses.

▲existing industrial along Leander drive. 

▲speculative commercial space on bagdad drive.

▲Leander Chamber of Commerce and economic 
development office.
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Strategy 1.3
Work with the ACC design and construction team to 
ensure that their trail/sidewalk planning coincides 
with the city’s plans.

RecOMMenDatIOn 2
leverage the economic development 
opportunities of the future aCC campus. 

Strategy 2.1
Work with ACC to promote the presence of the 
Leander campus in marketing and recruitment 
efforts and to develop a focused curriculum that not 
only complements the emphases of other campuses 
but also supports the target industries.

Strategy 2.2
Collaborate with ACC to establish and market a 
workforce development program that is focused on 
the skill sets required by existing businesses and the 
target industries.

Strategy 2.2.1

Partner with representatives of potential 
Leander employers to define specific skills 
training programs.

Strategy 2.3
Promote the early college program offered within 
the ACC system at the Leander Campus, and assist 
Leander ISD in the expansion of an early college 
high school within the system.

RecOMMenDatIOn 3
Jointly plan for growth with the leander isD.

Strategy 3.1
Continue to support and facilitate coordination of 
planning with the Leander ISD for both the location 
and development of public educational facilities to 
support both existing and future population growth.

Strategy 3.2
Work with LISD to retain and expand its 
administrative headquarters in Old Town.

prepare leander as a destination  
for education. 
Leander will be known throughout the region as a destination for learning. 

Leander is a destination because of its 
schools. In 1855, Leander opened the 
first school in the area. The planned 
Austin Community College (ACC) will 
build on this history and continue the 
tradition of learning in the community. 
The city recognizes that in order to 
welcome students, faculty and staff to 
the community and capitalize on the 
opportunities created by the campus 
and its population a variety of short-term 
investments and longer-term strategies 
are needed. The following set of strategies 
support this goal.

RecOMMenDatIOn 1
Connect the austin Community College 
(aCC) to leander station. 

Strategy 1.1
Construct the North Branch of Brushy 
Creek Trail segment that will connect the 
new apartment development adjacent to 
Mel Mathis to Leander Station. 

Strategy 1.2
Develop a funding source to acquire 
right-of-way and construct trails to 
complete the connection along the North 
Branch of Brushy Creek. 

rECoMMEnDAtIons AnD strAtEGIEs
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promote old town as a civic and 
cultural destination. 
Old Town is the city’s civic and cultural center. It should develop as a thriving 
neighborhood, a commercial destination and a place people want to visit and explore.

The community envisions Old Town as a place where neighbors 
are able to safely walk and bike; a destination that offers a 
variety of activities and opportunities for people to shop and 
eat; and a neighborhood with a variety of living options. Old 
Town should provide the stage for the majority of Leander’s 
events and festivals. It is the area of the city that visitors should 
remember and associate with Leander. 

A revitalized and reinvigorated Old Town is one of the most 
important elements of a future Leander. This plan presents the 
following strategies to realize the potential of Old Town and 
Leander Station to act as two unique but linked destinations in 
the city. In combination, they present an opportunity to connect 
the nostalgia of Leander’s past and the promise of Leander’s 
future. 
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RecOMMenDatIOn 1
encourage entrepreneurs and small business owners to 
locate their operations in old town.

Strategy 1.1 
Adopt Old Town Development Incentives and identify a 
sustainable funding source. 

Strategy 1.2
Inventory existing small and in-home businesses to develop a 
database of potential targets.

Strategy 1.3
Consider a reduction in certain fees for businesses locating in 
Old Town.

Strategy 1.4
Develop an incubator space that provides low/no cost rent. 

Strategy 1.5
Work with the Chamber to provide legal and financial technical 
assistance.   
 
RecOMMenDatIOn 2
Develop an old town strategic plan. 

Strategy 2.1
Develop a plan for Old Town that outlines action items that are 
feasible in the short-term. The plan should be implementable, 
but it should also be illustrative so that it can be used as 
a marketing tool to promote the vision of Old Town, build 
political will, and recruit champions who will advocate the plan 
and ensure its implementation. The plan should include the 
following:

 ■ A market analysis that reveals opportunities to position Old 

Town as a unique destination within the network of suburban 

Austin communities. 

 ■ A list of catalytic development sites and infill project 

opportunities within Old Town.

 ■ A set of urban design guidelines that includes a prioritized list 

of pedestrian infrastructure projects that promote walkability.

RecOMMenDatIOn 3
Develop an old town brand. 

Strategy 3.1
Develop a brand and identity to reinforce and communicate the 
findings of the Old Town Strategic Plan.

Strategy 3.2
Reinforce this identity through wayfinding, signage, street 
toppers, etc.

Strategy 3.3
Recruit businesses that support and build on the brand. 

RecOMMenDatIOn 4
seek opportunities to enhance the character of old town.

Strategy 4.1
Develop and implement a plan for public art in Old Town. 
The plan should define a range of opportunities for public art 
in terms of appropriate locations to guide the placement and 
themes that emphasize Old Town’s unique character and history. 
The plan should also address strategies for implementation and 
funding.

Strategy 4.2
Activate and inventory the system of alleys and “left over 
spaces” in and around Old Town. Art that is approachable 
and interactive, such as murals, sidewalk enhancements, and 
sculptures, could be placed in these spaces. The spaces would 
then create a unique experience for residents and visitors alike, 
celebrate the character and diversity of Leander, and activate 
the streetscape and public.

rECoMMEnDAtIons AnD strAtEGIEs

cASe Study (SupportS StrAtegy 3.2)

roanoke: the unique 
Dining Capital of texas 

The City of Roanoke was officially 
appointed by the Texas House of 
Representatives as “The Unique Dining 
Capital of Texas.”  The historic downtown 
is home to over 40 restaurants including 
the famous Babe’s Chicken Dinner House. 
The city has embraced this identity and 
has supported the development of Oak 
Street with a variety of investments 
including, streetscape improvements, 
roadway enhancements, landscaping, 
wayfinding and signage. In addition, the 
city and private partners have invested 
in numerous façade improvements, the 
rehabilitation of historic buildings and 
the development of complementary infill 
projects. Numerous other destination 
restaurants have since located on Oak 
Street. The result is a vibrant, pedestrian 
friendly destination with a cohesive 
identity that attracts visitors and diners 
from around the region. 

  57

FROM VISIOn TO ACTIOn



  57

FROM VISIOn TO ACTIOn

  57  57

FROM VISIOn TO ACTIOn

Strategy 4.3
Enhance the vacant lot on the corner of S. Brushy Street and W. 
South Street as a temporary community gathering space until 
such time when the lot will be developed. Farmers markets, 
band shelters and other unique amenities could attract users 
from throughout the community.

RecOMMenDatIOn 5
During the development of the new City hall campus, 
consider a civic institution as a secondary anchor.

Strategy 5.1
Revise plans for City Hall to include a joint-use of  
the main building(s). 

Strategy 5.2
Identify a short-list of civic institutions such as the Thinkery in 
Austin that might be interested in developing a satellite campus 
to help anchor Old Town.

Strategy 5.3
Consider incentives and partner with the Chamber to recruit 
such an institution.

RecOMMenDatIOn 6
promote walkability within old town.

Strategy 6.1
Develop and implement streetscape projects within Old Town 
starting with N. Brushy Street between W. South Street  
and W. Broade Street.

Strategy 6.2
Prioritize capital investments to build pedestrian infrastructure 
identified in the Old Town Strategic Plan. 

Strategy 6.3
Develop a wayfinding strategy for Old Town.

RecOMMenDatIOn 7
Create opportunity to attract more residents to old town. 

Strategy 7.1
Identify and promote land available for residential infill.

Strategy 7.2
Modify any policies that would discourage development of 
higher-density residential in Old Town. 

Strategy 7.3
Consider incentives that enable residential options such  
as live/work units and townhomes to increase residential 
density in Old Town. 

RecOMMenDatIOn 8
help old town become a more vibrant, “24/7” environment 
where businesses can thrive.

Strategy 8.1
Sponsor programs and events that bring both residents and 
visitors into Old Town. 

Strategy 8.2
Establish a regularly occurring public event showcasing Old 
Town businesses. 

Strategy 8.3
Allow for outdoor entertainment. 

Strategy 8.4
Modify any regulations that would prohibit food trucks,  
vendor carts or pop-up retail in appropriate destinations  
within Old Town.

▲City Hall. 

▲old town street festival.

▲new construction in old town.
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promote the toD as an urban destination 
within a suburban community. 
The TOD area will attract businesses and residents of all types.  It will become a 24/7 
environment that is the centerpiece of Leander’s economy and identity. 

The TOD is of critical importance to the 
future of Leander. It is not only an entry 
and gateway to the community, but it also 
provides access to the regional economy. 
Leander Station and the MetroRail 
uniquely differentiate Leander from 
other suburban Austin communities. 
Undoubtedly, these amenities are one of 
the main reasons that the ACC campus 
decided to locate in the city. In ten years, 
the TOD will evolve into a very different, 
vibrant destination with a diversity of 
uses. People will be drawn to Leander 
Station to live, work, shop and explore. The 
city and its partners can facilitate growth 
envisioned by the plan in the TOD by 
implementing the following strategies.
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rECoMMEnDAtIons AnD strAtEGIEs

RecOMMenDatIOn 1
recruit toD Developers.
The city should actively market the TOD area to a variety of experienced developers. 

RecOMMenDatIOn 2
Develop a p3 (public/private partnership) strategy for the toD area.
Public investment in projects that are typically carried out by private developers may 
be delayed or never realized without the participation of the public sector. Public-
private partnerships that overcome barriers to development can expedite desirable 
development in the TOD.

RecOMMenDatIOn 3
Define and participate in catalyst projects that will build momentum in the toD 
and spur private investment. 

Strategy 3.1
Identify key development project(s) that have the potential to transform the area and 
stimulate additional investment.

Strategy 3.2
Assemble and acquire key parcels, as needed, to create a development opportunity.

Strategy 3.3
The city should issue a developer request for proposals (RFP) for catalyst sites within 
the TOD.

Strategy 3.3.1

Define the specific requirements for development as conditions for the 
partnership.

Strategy 3.3.2

Offer public participation in the project in the form of site-related assistance.

Strategy 3.3.3

Local governments can assist with development by participating in or leading a 
range of development activities pertaining to the site development. The following 
could be considered as the city’s potential responsibilities in partnering with a 
developer, and should be specified in the RFP:

 ■ Donate site (whole or in part) to the developer

 ■ Purchase and demolish existing structures

 ■ Commission environmental reports

 ■ Initiate preliminary design drawings and site planning

 ■ Construct or cost share in infrastructure

 ■ Expedite plan review and approval
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RecOMMenDatIOn 4
incentivize new development in the toD.
The city should evaluate a variety of financing tools to stimulate development in the 
TOD including the following:

Strategy 4.1
Utilize Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone (TIRZ).

How it works:  The TIRZ provides funding based on the property’s value for 
eligible infrastructure projects within the TOD.

Strategy 4.2
Consider developing an infrastructure grant program.

How it works: Infrastructure grants are project-specific, and can be underwritten 
by either local or state governments. The amount of the grant is directly related to 
the capital investment. The cost recovery schedule is based on property taxes.

Strategy 4.3
Issue General Obligation Bonds.

How it works: General Obligation Bonds are municipal bonds with fixed interest 
rates and terms. These bonds can be used for a variety of improvements, and 
typically offer a lower interest rate than would be available privately.

Strategy 4.4
Issue Revenue Bonds.

How it works: Revenue Bonds use fees from services to repay debt. Common 
forms of Revenue Bonds are for water/sewer improvements and toll roads.

Strategy 4.5
Consider developing a low interest loan program.

How it works: Low interest loans are underwritten by a public entity to provide 
debt for specific projects. These loans typically offer lower interest rates than 
would be available in the private market. 

RecOMMenDatIOn 5
Develop a highly visible public space within the toD.

Strategy 5.1
Partner with Capital Metro to develop a public open space at Leander Station. Consider 
unique architectural elements and amenities that would attract users from throughout 
the community.
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enhance leander’s public spaces to 
create and link destinations.  
Leander’s parks, trails, streets and other public open spaces will be a key component that 
supports and enhances the community’s unique identity.  

For Leander to truly become a destination, 
a city not just through which to travel,  but 
rather to experience or explore, it needs 
places that cause people to stop and 
linger. These places are the vantage points 
from which the city is viewed and first 
impressions are formed. The city’s system 
of parks, trails and public spaces are these 
places that support a variety of activities that 
enhance the quality of life in Leander. The 
following set of strategies support this goal.  
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rECoMMEnDAtIons AnD strAtEGIEs

RecOMMenDatIOn 1
prepare a public space master plan. 
As a component of an update to the Parks and Recreation Master 
Plan (see next recommendation) or as a separate effort, the city 
should prepare a Public Space Master Plan. A plan that is well-
conceived and implemented can aid economic development efforts, 
as quality of life is a key factor in employer location decisions. 

Strategy 1.1
The plan should address all elements of the public realm 
including gateways, parks, greenways and trails, streetscape 
and other forms of public open space. Partners in the 
development of a Public Space Master Plan should include the 
Chamber, ACC, Leander ISD, Williamson and Travis Counties.

RecOMMenDatIOn 2
Continue to expand leander’s park and recreation system.

Strategy 2.1
Update the Parks and Recreation Master Plan. 

Strategy 2.1.1

During this process, the community suggested numerous 
enhancements to the existing system of parks, recreation 
facilities, trails and greenways. Ideas gathered from the 
public that should be explored during the next update to 
the Parks and Recreation Master Plan include the following:

 ■ Construct a recreation center (with a pool, programming for all 

ages, etc.)

 ■ Build additional active recreation facilities 

 ■ Connect trails and greenways to all existing city  

and county parks

 ■ Provide restrooms, pet waste disposal facilities, and adequate 

lighting and signage along all trails

 ■ Provide a trailhead every two miles

Strategy 2.2
Create a sustainable funding and governance structure  
to ensure the long-term acquisition, creation and maintenance  
of parks, streetscapes, gateways, and other elements of  
the public realm. 

RecOMMenDatIOn 3
Develop and implement streetscape designs  
for key corridors. 

Strategy 3.1
Identify a prioritized list of corridors for streetscape projects. 

Strategy 3.2
Start with a streetscape project for N. Brushy Street between  
W. South Street and W. Broade Street.

Strategy 3.2.1

Define a plant palette and standards for placement. The 
installation of trees, shrubs, groundcovers and seasonal 
plants for color, particularly along N. Brushy Street 
and connecting to arterials, will create a more cohesive 
appearance and welcoming environment.

Strategy 3.2.2

Specify street furnishings and appropriate use and 
placement of each type. Lighting, benches, trash cans and 
other furnishings should improve aesthetics, reinforce the 
character of Leander, and add to the comfort and safety of 
those visiting, living and working downtown.

▲Leander spring egg stravaganza.

▲Crystal falls golf Club

▲Leander gateway marker. 
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RecOMMenDatIOn 4
Develop a wayfinding and signage program and create a 
sense of arrival into the city with gateways that reflect 
leander’s identity.

Strategy 4.1
Initiate a wayfinding and signage development process. 

Strategy 4.2
Identify primary and secondary gateway locations into the city. 
An initial list of gateways to consider include the following: 

 ■ US 183 at city limits (south)

 ■ US 183 at River Park

 ■ 2243 at Ronald Reagan Boulevard

 ■ Ronald Reagan Boulevard at city limits (south)

 ■ Lakeline Boulevard at city limits (south)

 ■ Ronald Reagan Boulevard at SH 29  

Strategy 4.3
Establish a highly visible gateway design that reflects Leander’s 
brand through a combination of signage, art and landscape.

Strategy 4.4
Ensure signage is appropriate for a variety of users including 
pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorists. 

RecOMMenDatIOn 5
Develop a corridor beautification strategy.

Strategy 5.1
Establish a city-led task force to coordinate elements of  
a corridor beautification strategy and create an  
Adopt-a-Corridor program. 

Strategy 5.2
Develop a funding and maintenance protocol to enhance and 
maintain Leander’s corridors. 

Strategy 5.3
Consider providing mini-grants to HOAs and community 
groups as part of the Adopt-a-Corridor program. 

Strategy 5.4
Develop design standards for intersections.

RecOMMenDatIOn 6
enhance leander’s tree canopy. 

Strategy 6.1
Increase tree preservation standards or offer incentives for 
protecting additional trees. 

Strategy 6.2
Require street trees in new development and develop a program 
for planing street trees in already developed areas. 

Strategy 6.3
Partner with local non-profits, such as Tree Folks, to educate 
neighborhood residents on the benefits of tree canopy and plant 
neighborhood trees.

cASe Study (SupportS StrAtegy 7.2)

treeFolks

Established in 1989, TreeFolks volunteers 
and staff have planted 1 million trees 
in Central Texas at schools, parks, in 
medians, right of ways, community 
gardens, greenbelts and on private lands 
in fire ravaged Bastrop County. TreeFolks 
impact preserves the Central Texas 
quality of life by cooling the air, cleaning 
precious water, sheltering us from the hot 
Texas sun, and by providing a shaded 
sense of place that fosters a healthy, 
connected community. The following 
programs could be of interest to the City 
of Leander in its local efforts to maintain 
and enhance the tree canopy:

 ■ City Shade: environmental education 
program

 ■ Sapling Days: tree giveaway 
program

 ■ Urban Forest Steward and Habitat 
Steward Training program

For more information: www.treefolks.org
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Connect destinations.
Leander residents will have a variety of transportation options to choose from. 
Residents will be able to walk and bike safely to and from community destinations. 

The City of Leander is now looking to transform beyond a 
bedroom community into an attractive place to live, work, and 
play. The key to help achieve this vision is to develop a high 
quality multimodal transportation network that complements 
the overall community character and provides regional mobility 
as well as local accessibility and livability to its residents and 
visitors. The following transportation recommendations outline 
implementation strategies to address the current and future 
transportation challenges faced by the City of Leander.
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rECoMMEnDAtIons AnD strAtEGIEs

RecOMMenDatIOn 1
implement a Complete streets policy to encourage safety, mobility and 
an active lifestyle in the City of leander. 
A Complete Streets policy ensures that every time there is a new project, 
the entire right-of-way is planned, designed, constructed, operated, and 
maintained to provide safe access for all users. 

Adoption of a policy allows for a gradual process of creating a complete 
network of multimodal streets, and saves money in the long run by 
minimizing the need for later retrofitting projects. Adopting a Complete 
Streets policy is critical for communities like Leander that are experiencing 
increased growth and development.

Strategy 1.1
Develop a Complete Streets Policy 

Strategy 1.1.1

Establish a task force for identifying local Complete Streets goals and 
corridor priorities. 

Strategy 1.1.2

Begin drafting a Complete Streets policy that meets local needs.

Strategy 1.1.3

The Complete Streets task force should host a work session with 
representatives from various departments and organizations. 
 

Strategy 1.2
Adopt and Implement the Complete Streets Policy 

Strategy 1.2.1

After successfully developing a customized Complete Streets policy, the 
task force should seek adoption and prepare for implementation such as 
updating or adopting new design standards. 

RecOMMenDatIOn 2
Work with Capital metro and other interested partners to develop 
local area circulator(s) for convenient access between neighborhoods, 
activity centers, and the regional transit network.
Historically, transit networks have been designed to serve downtowns and 
dense urban centers. Suburban development patterns have dramatically 
impacted the nation’s transit industry and the way networks are designed 
and operated. Agencies have needed to adapt to changing environments 
and serve multiple centers, lower overall densities, and multiple origin/
destination pairs. As a result, new services such as local and express bus 
routes and commuter rail emerged. However, suburban traffic congestion 
has grown tremendously, and improving mobility continues to be a difficult 
challenge. For the City of Leander a current challenge is to connect 
residents and visitors to its activity centers and regional transit network. 
Actions are needed to enhance and complete transit service and provide 
better alternatives to the single-occupant vehicle. Not only can a circulator 
create economic benefits for the community, it can also increase ridership 
for Capital Metro.

Strategy 2.1
Assemble a transit task force or committee with members of the City 
of Leander, Capital Metro, Williamson County, TxDOT, and interested 
private-sector stakeholders to form a public-private partnership (P3) and 
plan the development of a local area circulator. 

Strategy 2.2
Develop an implementation plan that establishes a community vision with 
goals and objectives for the local area circulator. The plan will identify 
priority routes and an appropriate circulator type. In addition, the plan 
will address organizational structures, staffing requirements, and funding 
sources to implement the circulator. 
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RecOMMenDatIOn 3
partner with txDot to rehabilitate Business 183 as a Complete street 
with safety features for cyclists, pedestrians, and transit users.
In the past, main streets were designed to provide pedestrians and vehicles 
access to services and businesses within the city. With new development trends 
however, there has been a shift from providing access to mobility. Highways 
between and through towns have emphasized speed and capacity, and 
important main street values were lost. Cities and towns where highways are 
also main streets are increasingly examining methods to balance mobility and 
access within their corridors. Business 183 is an important commercial corridor 
for the City of Leander where many services and businesses are located. Being 
a state-owned highway, however, its function and design is aimed for vehicular 
travel. As a method to reclaim the city’s main street and improve the livability 
in the heart of the community, a partnership with TxDOT will rehabilitate 
Business 183 as a Complete Street with safety features for cyclists, pedestrians, 
and transit users, while maintaining vehicular mobility. 

Strategy 3.1
A corridor rehabilitation program should be created that will provide the 
direction needed to move the vision of a revitalized Business 183 toward 
reality. A task force of a variety of public and private sector stakeholders 
would be responsible for creating public support, developing a community 
vision and coordinating rehabilitation efforts. 

Strategy 3.2
Develop a conceptual corridor rehabilitation plan. With the program task 
force as the lead, funding should be sought through grants from TxDOT or 
FHWA to finance the plan development. The plan should be developed in 
coordination with TxDOT and formally adopted by the City of Leander in 
its comprehensive plan.

Strategy 3.3
Seek funding strategies as the first step toward getting the project 

implemented, after identifying a transportation need through a corridor 
plan. The City of Leander should attempt to include the Business 183 
Rehabilitation project in CAMPO’s 2040 Regional Transportation Plan 
through an amendment process which will allow it to qualify for CAMPO 
funding. The city should also seek additional funding strategies through 
county and state sources such as STIP funds and bond elections. 

RecOMMenDatIOn 4
Develop an access management policy.
Access management is the process of coordinating, planning, designing 
and implementing land use and transportation strategies so that the flow 
of traffic between the road and the surrounding land is  efficient and safe. 
To increase roadway capacity and make corridors safer and more efficient 
the City of Leander should develop an access management policy that 
results in driveway consolidation, use of intersecting collectors, frontage or 
backage service roads for property access and loading, appropriate signal 
controls and signage, and restriction and control of left-turn movements. 
The policy should focus on preserving and enhancing mobility and safety 
on existing and planned arterials and collectors.  
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RecOMMenDatIOn 5
improve the city’s thoroughfares to ensure that the roadway 
network is consistent with current and future growth. 
(please refer to map 3, map 5, and the appendix for the full 
set of thoroughfare recommendations.)

Strategy 5.1
Through a review and analysis of current roadway deficiencies 
and expected future growth, a list of recommendations 
with specific improvements to the city’s thoroughfares was 
developed. The city should incorporate these improvements to 
the city’s thoroughfare plan to most effectively meet motorist 
needs in the City of Leander’s roadway network for the coming 
years.

Strategy 5.2 
In the short-term  address the following:

 ■ Reconstruct Old 2243 West from Lakeline Boulevard to US 

183.

 ■ Reconstruct Bagdad Road from Old 2243 West to CR 280.

 ■ Reconstruct Horizon Park Boulevard from E Crystal Falls 

Parkway to E South Street.

 ■ Reconstruct S West Drive from Crystal Falls Parkway to West 

Broade Street.

 ■ Raider Way

 ■ Parkway from Lakeline Boulevard to US 183.

RecOMMenDatIOn 6
improve bicycle and pedestrian amenities.

Strategy 6.1
In the short-term  address the following:

 ■ Construct the north branch of Brushy Creek Trail segment 

from E Metro Drive to Mel Mathis Avenue.

 ■ Extend the South Street Trail to Mel Mathis Avenue.

 ■ Complete the Crystal Falls Parkway Trail gaps from Lakeline 

Boulevard to US 183.

 ■ Complete the Bagdad Road Trail gaps from Crystal Falls 

Parkway to Municipal Drive.

Strategy 6.2
Develop a bicycle and pedestrian plan

 ■ Update long-term plans for and prioritize on-road and off-
road bicycle and pedestrian facilities.

 ■ Building on Strategy 1.1, 1.2, and 3.2, refine the 
Thoroughfare Plan to include detailed, long-term cross 
section needs for existing and planned collectors and 
arterials that integrates complete streets features to 
produce a connected bicycle and pedestrian network while 
accomplishing the city’s land use, access management, 
safety and aesthetic goals. 
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Map 5: trails and bike Lane Map
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Create strong neighborhoods with a 
variety of housing options.  
Leander residents will have a variety of housing options at a diversity of price points  
to choose from.   

Leander is a place that attracts family 
households. The high-quality school 
system, cost of housing, small town 
lifestyle and convenience to major 
employment centers make Leander an 
ideal destination for families.  However, 
consistent with state and national trends 
the population is also diversifying.  
Demographic trends, such as the 
“graying” of the population, will drive 
demand for more housing options for 
seniors.  Multigenerational living is 
also on the rise.  Families will continue 
to need living options to accommodate 
an evolving household composition.   
In addition, generational preferences 
and economic conditions will continue 
to impact the homeownership rate in 
Leander. To accommodate this diversity 
of housing demand, Leander will continue 
to need to allow and encourage the 
development of a variety of housing types.  
The following recommendations support a 
diverse housing supply in the City.   

rECoMMEnDAtIons AnD strAtEGIEs

RecOMMenDatIOn 1
amend ordinances to accommodate a mixture of 
housing types.  

Strategy 1.1
Review and update the city’s code to allow housing 
options that accommodate a variety of age and 
income groups.  Examples of housing options to 
investigate include the following:

 ■ Co-housing

 ■ Granny flats, accessory dwelling units

 ■ Bungalow courts

Strategy 1.2
Update the subdivision ordinance to include the 
design of areas for various housing types and lot sizes 
in the planning of new subdivisions.

RecOMMenDatIOn 2
provide safe, sound, and well-maintained 
neighborhoods. 

Strategy 2.1
Partner with public safety providers and residents to 
inventory existing neighborhoods to identify issues. 

Strategy 2.2
Establish a Neighborhood Improvement Program to 
improve and maintain the public realm in existing 
neighborhoods including landscaping, lighting, 
sidewalk connections, boundary fencing, etc.

Strategy 2.2.1

Partner with HOAs to implement the 
Neighborhood Improvement Program.

Strategy 2.2.2

Provide organizational support to 
neighborhoods without strong HOAs. 

 ■ Identify the informal network of neighborhood 

leaders and convene those individuals on a 

regular basis to identify, discuss and mitigate 

issues.

Strategy 2.3
Host regular neighborhood-level clean up days. 
Continue to refine the city’s codes and procedures to 
reflect changing market conditions. 
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Foster Civic pride.
Leander residents will be actively engaged in their community. A sense of community pride and 
ownership will continue to develop as the city grows. 

The majority of Leander’s residents have 
moved to the city within the past ten years. 
And with new residents entering each 
year, Leander has the opportunity to build 
the city and story to fit the preferences 
of this new crop of residents. These 
residents will be able to take an active role 
in shaping the city where they live, work 
and play. The following recommendations 
offer suggestions as to how city leaders 
can foster activities and policies that unite 
residents and make them proud to call 
Leander their home. 
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rECoMMEnDAtIons AnD strAtEGIEs

RecOMMenDatIOn 1
Conduct a branding study for the entire city.
Leander needs to continue to build on the Destination Leander 
brand to establish an identity that not only helps create a sense 
of place and community pride, but can also influence decisions 
about the city’s growth and development, employer recruitment, 
promotion of tourism, programming of cultural events, and 
investment in civic infrastructure, etc.

Strategy 1.1
This branding effort should consider the city’s history and also 
recognize the various assets that can contribute to the definition 
of its identity. Potential ideas that could be generated during the 
process include the following:

 ■ A center for educational excellence, building on its role—

historically and currently—as a center for education

 ■ A culinary arts and food hub that celebrates the  

city’s agricultural heritage 

 ■ An active, healthy lifestyle community (with a parks and  

trail system and recreational opportunities in the  

surrounding hill country)

RecOMMenDatIOn 2
Consistently promote the city. 
With or without a brand that reinforces Leander’s identity, the 
city’s positive attributes should still be clearly defined and 
communicated through coordinated marketing efforts. 

Strategy 2.1
Coordinate with the Chamber, Economic Development 
Department and local real estate professionals to develop a 
marketing strategy for the city. 

Strategy 2.2
Consider a public outreach strategy to effectively and 
consistently promote the city both internally (to residents) and 
externally (to potential businesses, future residents, etc.). 

Strategy 2.3
Consider adding a public information officer position  
within the city. 

cASe Study (SupportS StrAtegy 1.1)

hiCKorY, nC –  
“life. Well Crafted.” 

This branding effort has established 
an identity for Hickory that celebrates 
its long history of craftsmanship, 
particularly in furniture manufacturing. 
Once considered the furniture capital 
of the world, the city is still home to 
many artisans and engineers who take 
great pride in the creation of all types 
of products ranging from furniture to 
pottery to fiber optic cable. This brand 
has helped bolster employer recruitment 
strategies, clarify the missions of local 
organizations, influence themes of local 
events and public art, and strengthen 
the cohesiveness of the Hickory 
community by generally increasing 
the community’s awareness of and 
appreciation for the city’s past.



CHAPTER 5: FROM VISIOn TO ACTIOn

  77

RecOMMenDatIOn 3
Capitalize on current and potential future visitor activities.
The city is currently a draw for a narrow set of activities and because the 
city lacks hotels and other hospitality services, the city loses these retail 
and hospitality dollars to neighboring communities. 

Strategy 3.1
Inventory the types of activities that could be catalysts for additional 
development that would help to expand tourism and reduce the retail leakage. 

Strategy 3.2
Build a recruitment strategy to attract businesses that  
complement these activities. 

RecOMMenDatIOn 4
increase programming that brings the community together while 
simultaneously attracting visitors from outside leander.
Hosting events that bring residents together helps build a sense of 
community. If such events are unique, and reinforce the identity of the 
community by celebrating its assets, they can increase tourism. City parks, 
greenway trails, local schools, and the heart of Old Town are among the 
locations to host such events. 

Strategy 4.1
Build on existing events with complementary programming. For example, 
add a Farmer’s Market component to the Leander Car Show event. Other 
events to bolster include the following:

 ■ Old Town Leander Festival

 ■ Bluegrass Festival

 ■ Christmas Parade and Tree Lighting

 ■ Liberty Fest

 ■ Kite Festival

 ■ Full Moon Concert Series

 ■ Movies and Music in the Park
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Continue to expand infrastructure to 
serve leander residents. 

As Leander continues to growth, there will 
be increased demands for improvements. 
The systems and services that support 
growth in the City will become 
increasingly complex. The following 
recommendations address how those 
services can be delivered at the highest 
level possible for resources that are 
available. 

Leander’s infrastructure will help the community achieve its land use and  
growth management objectives.    

rECoMMEnDAtIons AnD strAtEGIEs

RecOMMenDatIOn 1
invest in utility planning that supports  
the land use pattern envisioned by the  
Future land use plan. 

Strategy 1.1
Ensure adequate water service in the city.

Strategy 1.1.1

Construct a waterline and an 
elevated storage tank at Ronald 
Reagan Boulevard and SH 29.

Strategy 1.1.2

Complete design and construction of 
the Hero Way Waterline.

Strategy 1.3
Support the conservation and reuse of water.

Strategy 1.3.1

Support innovative site and street design that 
reduces the impact of the built environment on 
water quality, including exceeding requirements 
for riparian buffers and incorporating pervious 
pavements, rain gardens, bio-swales, stormwater 
planters and other features in new development.

Strategy 1.4 
Consider the creation of a drainage utility fund.

Strategy 1.4.1 

Conduct a study to determine appropriate ways 
to fund long term maintenance of drainage 
infrastructure.

Strategy 1.1.3

Study and begin implementation of waterline 
upgrades for fire protection in Old Town.

Strategy 1.1.4

Construct a Bagdad Road Water Main  
to Liberty Hill.

Strategy 1.1.5

Update the Water Plan regularly.

Strategy 1.2
Ensure adequate wastewater service in the city.

Strategy 1.2.1 

Monitor wastewater interceptor flows to 
identify when additional capacity is needed. 

Strategy 1.2.2

Develop the Falcon Oaks Service Plan.

Strategy 1.2.3

Construct a San Gabriel Basin Infrastructure  
Lift Station.

Strategy 1.2.4 

Update the Wastewater Plan regularly.
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Continue to provide premium public 
safety services to leander residents. 
Leander will continue to be a safe and secure community that attracts new residents and 
businesses. 

As Leander continues to growth, there will 
be increased demands for public safety 
services. The systems and services that 
support growth in the city will become 
increasingly complex. The following 
recommendations address how those 
services can be delivered at the highest 
level possible for resources that are 
available. 

rECoMMEnDAtIons AnD strAtEGIEs

RecOMMenDatIOn 1
Continue to provide excellent fire and emergency 
services in all areas of the community.

Strategy 1.1
Improve Performance Indicators for urban and 
suburban area.

 ■ Increase station locations.

 ■ Completely staff currently-built facilities.

 ■ Increase support to match increases in staff, 

equipment, and facilities.

Strategy 1.2
Maintain or Improve ISO rating in 2018.

 ■ Update the Fire Code.

 ■ Increase the number of inspectors.

 ■ Improve water distribution to match necessary  

fire flows in downtown area.

 ■ Establish a multi-family distribution plan  

to eliminate safety risks. 

 

Strategy 1.3
Gain Best Practices Accreditation.

 ■ Pursue and receive Accreditation of the Fire 

Department.

 ■ Review and update the policy for  

Accreditation Review.

 ■ Update data collection capabilities to meet 

accreditation requirements.

 ■ Obtain equipment for special events as  

measured by accreditation.

Strategy 1.4
Develop a Disaster Plan.

 ■ Staff Emergency Management

 ■ Implement Mitigation Plan Activities

 ■ Improve preparedness education

Strategy 1.5
Plan for Horizon Issues. 

 ■ Workforce looking for alternative schedules

 ■ Workforce looking for work live environment

 ■ Increase demand for out of hospital medical needs

 ■ Increase service demands and scope of service 
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RecOMMenDatIOn 2
Continue to provide excellent police services in all areas of 
the community.

Strategy 2.1
Reinforce the general mission of policing. 

Strategy 2.1.1
Provide high-quality police work in the community.

Strategy 2.1.2
Strive to maintain a culture of service to the community 
through:

 ■ High-profile and conspicuous patrol,

 ■ Timely response to emergency and non-emergency calls, 

 ■ Crime prevention and public education, and

 ■ Continued involvement of community stakeholders in the 

overall crime reduction effort.

Strategy 2.2
Develop a comprehensive annual workload analysis to provide an 
on-going evaluation of staffing needs based on service demands, 
dedicated and undedicated patrol time, and the desires of the 
community for the amount of officer patrol. 

 ■ A “best practices” (ICMA Center for Public Safety) 

recommendation is that an officer should spend 

approximately 60% of their time on call response and other 

directed activities, and 40% on undirected patrol and public 

interaction activities. 

 ■ When the analysis indicates that more than 60% of a patrol 

officer’s time is spent on call response, then additional 

staffing should be considered. This does not include 

additional support or investigations staffing needs.

 
 

Strategy 2.3
Hire civilian staff members and leverage volunteers to handle 
work performed by sworn officer personnel that would be better 
accomplished by civilian staff. Civilian or volunteer staff could 
thereby allow sworn staff to focus solely on law enforcement duties.

Strategy 2.4
Purchase necessary vehicles, including traditional marked patrol cars 
and detective sedans; special-use vehicles for the traffic enforcement, 
K-9, special weapon, and tactics units; and any other special or support 
service vehicles required to accomplish the general goal.

Strategy 2.5
Achieve a median five-minute response time to emergency calls for 
police service.

Strategy 2.5.1
Ensure that all personnel, including communications and 
responding officers are handling calls in the most effective 
and efficient manner possible.

Strategy 2.5.2
Allow data made available from the CAD (Computer Aided 
Dispatch) system, to determine the factors that will drive  
the distribution and location of patrol officers. This data  
will ensure that personnel are geographically dispersed  
to respond in a timely manner to emergency calls  
and non-emergency calls.

Strategy 2.6
Enhance community education and involvement.

Strategy 2.6.1
Increase public education and involvement by 10% annually 
through:

 ■ Strong crime reduction programs with neighborhoods and 

businesses
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 ■ Increase in outreach events, crime prevention and community policing programs

 ■ Continual development of partnerships that solve problems, address crime and 

social disorder reduce the fear of crime, and improve the overall quality of life in the 

community. 

Strategy 2.7
Add additional personnel to the Community Services Unit.
Currently the Community Services Unit is staffed with one full-time sworn officer. 
Additional personnel will be needed as programs and projects evolve. 

Strategy 2.7.1
Implement the LPD 1-5-10 year Strategic Plan which indicates a desire to build 
a unit or division of staff members, including a full-time Sergeant, two full-time 
officers, and a number of support personnel necessary to administer developed 
programs and projects, as well as a growing number of volunteers and volunteer 
programs.

Strategy 2.7.2
Leverage volunteers to assist with administration of programs and projects. Many 
of the programs and projects are designed specifically to engage and involve 
members of the public, such as Citizens Police Academy. Citizens on Patrol, etc. 

Strategy 2.7.3
Ensure that the unit is self-sufficient and able to respond to citizen requests for 
crime prevention presentations and public appearances by providing resources 
for the necessary public educational materials, printed documents and portable 
display and presentation equipment that such Community Services Unit 
programs generally require. 

Strategy 2.7.4
Provide fleet vehicles for the unit that are versatile and suited for the special 
nature of the programs and projects. Vehicles purchased and used by this unit 
may vary from the traditional marked patrol unit, to pick-up trucks, small vans, 
passenger vans, and citizen patrol vehicles.
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6. measurinG suCCess
HoW Do WE EnsurE tHE rECoMMEnDAtIons ArE IMPLEMEntED?
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Chapter Six
measurinG suCCess
This plan is a document to guide policies and 
decision making in order to realize the community’s 
vision for Leander’s future. In order to ensure 
that the recommendations in this plan are 
implemented effectively. the city should create 
a Destination Leander Comprehensive Plan 
Implementation Committee consisting of city staff, 
key stakeholders, and other engaged citizens. This 
committee would be responsible for: 

 ■ Coordination and prioritization of plan 

implementation efforts 

 ■ Identification of funding opportunities 

 ■ Project outreach, education and advocacy efforts 

 ■ Monitoring and measurement of progress.

In addition, the city should update the Capital 
Improvements Program (CIP) to include the priority 
projects identified in the Comprehensive Plan via 
the annual budget. 

Implementation Matrix

The following pages contain a matrix 
that reiterates the city’s goals and 
priority projects along with their 
accompanying recommendations. 
The table also lists the appropriate 
timeframe, responsible entity and 
metric for success to ensure that the 
community’s vision for Leander is 
effectively attained. 
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GoAL rECoMMEnDAtIon tIMEFrAME rEsPonsIBLE 
GrouP(s) MEtrIC (5yr EvALuAtIon)

Position Leander as a 
destination for employers.

Conduct a target industry analysis. Short-term

Economic 
Development, 
Chamber of 

Commerce, Greater 
Austin Chamber of 
Commerce, ACC

•	 10% growth in in-city jobs 
•	 10% growth in average in-city 

wages
•	 15% growth in the value of non-

residential tax base
•	 15% growth in retail sales
•	 25% growth in new investment 

prospects visiting the city

Develop a strategy to market local targets. Short-term

Evaluate and expand the city’s existing set of economic development 
incentives. Short-term

Increase “product” to attract and retain businesses. Mid-term

Support existing businesses. Ongoing

Position Leander to become a ‘start-up’ and entrepreneurial city. Long-term

Prepare Leander as a 
destination for education.

Connect the Austin Community College (ACC) to Leander Station. Short-term Economic 
Development, 

Planning, 
Engineering, ACCLeverage the economic development opportunities of the future ACC 

campus. Mid-term

Jointly plan for growth with the Leander ISD

Promote Old Town as a civic 
and cultural destination.

Encourage entrepreneurs and small business owners to locate their 
operations in Old Town. Short-term

Planning, Economic 
Development, 
Chamber of 
Commerce, 

Engineering, Public 
Works

•	 5 participants in Old Town 
Incentive program (1 each year)

•	 25% growth in the value of non-
residential tax base in Old Town

•	 10% increase in number of 
residential units in Old Town

Develop an Old Town Strategic Plan. Short-term

Develop an Old Town brand. Mid-term

Seek opportunities to enhance the character of Old Town. Mid-term

During the development of the new City Hall campus, consider a civic 
institution as a secondary anchor. Mid-term

Promote walkability within Old Town. Short-term

Create opportunity to attract more residents to Old Town. Long-term

Help Old Town become a more vibrant, “24/7” environment where 
businesses can thrive. Ongoing
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GoAL rECoMMEnDAtIon tIMEFrAME rEsPonsIBLE 
GrouP(s) MEtrIC (5yr EvALuAtIon)

Promote the TOD as an 
urban destination within a 
suburban community.

Recruit TOD Developers. Short-term

Planning, Economic 
Development, 

Engineering, Public 
Works, Park and 

Recreation

•	 15% growth in the tax base value 
in TOD

•	 10% increase in number of 
residential units in TOD

Develop a P3 (Public/Private Partnership) Strategy for the TOD Area. Short-term

Define and participate in catalyst projects that will build momentum in 
the TOD and spur private investment. Mid-term

Incentivize new development in the TOD. Mid-term

Develop a highly visible public space within the TOD. Long-term

Enhance Leander’s public 
spaces to create and link 
destinations.  

Prepare a Public Space Master Plan. Mid-term

Planning,  
Engineering, Public 

Works, Park and 
Recreation

•	 Reach 11 acres of parkland per 
1,000 residents goal

•	 15% increase in number of 
residents living within walking 
distance of a park, trail or 
recreation facility

•	 Recruit 5 Adopt-a-Corridor 
participants

•	 Host 1 community clean up every 
other quarter

Continue to expand Leander’s park and recreation system. Short-term

Develop and implement streetscape designs for key corridors. Short-term

Develop a wayfinding and signage program and create a sense of 
arrival into the city with gateways that reflect Leander’s identity. Short-term

Develop a corridor beautification strategy. Mid-term

Provide safe, sound, and well-maintained neighborhoods. Mid-term

Enhance Leander’s tree canopy. Mid-term

Connect destinations.

Implement a Complete Streets Policy to encourage safety, mobility and 
an active lifestyle in the City of Leander. Short-term

Planning,  
Engineering, Public 

Works, Park and 
Recreation

•	 10% decrease in Vehicle Miles 
Traveled

•	 25% increase in miles of sidewalk

Work with Capital Metro and other interested partners to develop 
local area circulator(s) for convenient access between neighborhoods, 
activity centers, and the regional transit network.

Long-term

Partner with TxDOT to rehabilitate Business 183 as a Complete Street 
with safety features for cyclists, pedestrians, and transit users Mid-term

Improve the city’s thoroughfares to ensure that the roadway network is 
consistent with current and future growth. Mid-term

Improve bicycle and pedestrian amenities. Short-term
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GoAL rECoMMEnDAtIon tIMEFrAME rEsPonsIBLE 
GrouP(s) MEtrIC (5yr EvALuAtIon)

Create strong 
neighborhoods with a 
variety of housing options.

Amend ordinances to accommodate a mixture of housing types. Short-term
Planning, Public 

Safety

•	 Improve mix of housing to 10% 
mixed housing/ 90% single-family 
housingProvide, safe, sound and well-maintained neighborhoods.  Mid-term

Foster civic pride. 

Conduct a branding study for the entire city. Short-term

Economic 
Development, 
Chamber of 
Commerce

•	 no long-term vacancy on city-
appointed boards and committees

•	 10% increase in visitorship levels

Consistently promote the city. Ongoing

Capitalize on current and potential future visitor activities. Mid-term

Increase programming that brings the community together while 
simultaneously attracting visitors from outside Leander. Mid-term

Continue to expand 
infrastructure to serve 
Leander residents 

Invest in utility planning that supports the land use pattern envisioned 
by the Future Land Use Map. Ongoing Engineering, Public 

Works, Planning
•	 TBD
•	 TBD

Continue to provide 
premium public safety 
services to Leander 
residents.

Continue to provide excellent fire and emergency services in all areas 
of the community. Ongoing

Fire Department, 
Police Department

•	 Improve ISO rating (fire)
•	 Achieve a 5-min response time 

(police)
•	 10% increase in public safety 

public engagement and 
participation

Continue to provide excellent police and emergency services in all 
areas of the community. Ongoing

Enhance community education and involvement Ongoing
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Land suitability Map
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Thoroughfare Recommendations Map
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tHorouGHFArE rECoMMEnDAtIons

thOROUghFaRe lIMItS 
FROM

lIMItS  
tO claSSIFIcatIOn Plan 

StatUS
bUIlt 

StatUS
DIvIDeD 

UnDIvIDeD tRaIlS RecOMMenDatIOnS

toll roads/highways

183 A Toll

South City 
Limit US 183N Toll Road 6 lanes 6 lanes Divided

US 183A 
Trail

Partner with CTRMA to improve signage for 
Leander exits and identification and to maintain 
surface connections for bicycle and pedestriian use 
on local streets.

US 183

South City 
Limit US 183 A Toll Business Highway 4 lanes 4 lanes Variable

US 183A 
Trail

Partner with TxDOT to improve Bicycle/Pedestrian 
Access and Safety Features to reconnect the City 
across US 183 Business.

US 183

US 183/ 183 
Toll

North City 
Limit Highway 6 lanes 6 lanes Divided

US 183A 
Trail

Partner with TxDOT to improve signage for Leander 
exits and identification north and south of Leander; 
and, to maintain surface connections for bicycle and 
pedestrian use on local streets. 

arterial/Collectors (n-s)

Bagdad Rd W Whitestone 
Blvd Old 2243 West Arterial 4-6 lanes 4 lanes Undivided

Bagdad 
Heritage 
Trail

Widen to 6 lanes as development continues. 
Consider divided cross section.

W Broade St US 183 W Metro Dr Collector 2-4 lanes 2 lanes Undivided W Broade St 
Trail Widen to 4 lanes as development continues.

W Broade St W Metro Dr Heritage Grove 
Rd Collector 2-4 lanes Unbuilt Unbuilt W Broade St 

Trail Complete connection to Heritage Grove Rd. 

Collector 7 FM 2243 Hero Way Collector 2-4 lanes Unbuilt Unbuilt C7 Trail

Build to 4 lanes as development continues.  
Consider divided cross section.  Bicycle and 
pedestrian amenities in a complete streets cross 
section will be critical to serve the existing and  
proposed development.



Destination leanDer COMPREHEnSIVE PLAn

96  

tHorouGHFArE rECoMMEnDAtIons

thOROUghFaRe lIMItS 
FROM

lIMItS  
tO claSSIFIcatIOn Plan 

StatUS
bUIlt 

StatUS
DIvIDeD 

UnDIvIDeD tRaIlS RecOMMenDatIOnS

arterial/Collectors (n-s)

CR 175 Whitestone 
Blvd CR 177 Arterial 2-4 lanes 2-4 lanes Varies

Old Sam 
Bass/Sam 
Bass Trail

Widen to 6 lanes as development continues. 
Consider divided cross section.  

CR 175 CR 177 2243 Collector 2-4 lanes 2 lanes Undivided
Old Sam 
Bass/Sam 
Bass Trail

Widen to 6 lanes as development continues. 
Consider divided cross section.

CR 175 CR 177 2243 Collector 2-4 lanes 2 lanes Undivided
Old Sam 
Bass/Sam 
Bass Trail

Widen to 4 lanes as development continues. 
Consider divided cross section.

CR 269 2243 Hero Way Collector 2-4 lanes 2 lanes Undivided NA

Widen to 4 lanes as development continues.  
Consider divided cross section.  Bicycle and 
pedestrian amenities in a complete streets cross 
section will be critical to serve the existing and  
proposed development.

CR 270 Hero Way E San Gabriel 
Pkwy Collector 2-4 lanes 2 lanes Undivided CR 270 Trail

Widen to 4 lanes as development continues.  
Consider divided cross section.  Bicycle and 
pedestrian amenities in a complete streets cross 
section will be critical to serve the existing and  
proposed development.

CR 279 (Bagdad Rd 
Extension) CR 280

North City 
Limit/North 
ETJ

Arterial 6  lanes 2 lanes Undivided
Bagdad 
Heritage 
Trail

Widen to 5 lanes as development continues. 
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tHorouGHFArE rECoMMEnDAtIons

thOROUghFaRe lIMItS 
FROM

lIMItS  
tO claSSIFIcatIOn Plan 

StatUS
bUIlt 

StatUS
DIvIDeD 

UnDIvIDeD tRaIlS RecOMMenDatIOnS

arterial/Collectors (n-s)

CR 175 Whitestone 
Blvd CR 177 Arterial 2-4 lanes 2-4 lanes Varies

Old Sam 
Bass/Sam 
Bass Trail

Widen to 6 lanes as development continues. 
Consider divided cross section.  

CR 175 CR 177 2243 Collector 2-4 lanes 2 lanes Undivided
Old Sam 
Bass/Sam 
Bass Trail

Widen to 6 lanes as development continues. 
Consider divided cross section.

CR 175 CR 177 2243 Collector 2-4 lanes 2 lanes Undivided
Old Sam 
Bass/Sam 
Bass Trail

Widen to 4 lanes as development continues. 
Consider divided cross section.

CR 269 2243 Hero Way Collector 2-4 lanes 2 lanes Undivided NA

Widen to 4 lanes as development continues.  
Consider divided cross section.  Bicycle and 
pedestrian amenities in a complete streets cross 
section will be critical to serve the existing and  
proposed development.

CR 270 Hero Way E San Gabriel 
Pkwy Collector 2-4 lanes 2 lanes Undivided CR 270 Trail

Widen to 4 lanes as development continues.  
Consider divided cross section.  Bicycle and 
pedestrian amenities in a complete streets cross 
section will be critical to serve the existing and  
proposed development.

CR 279 (Bagdad Rd 
Extension) CR 280

North City 
Limit/North 
ETJ

Arterial 6  lanes 2 lanes Undivided
Bagdad 
Heritage 
Trail

Widen to 5 lanes as development continues. 

tHorouGHFArE rECoMMEnDAtIons

thOROUghFaRe lIMItS 
FROM

lIMItS  
tO claSSIFIcatIOn Plan 

StatUS
bUIlt 

StatUS
DIvIDeD 

UnDIvIDeD tRaIlS RecOMMenDatIOnS

arterial/Collectors (n-s)

East St Hero Way Metro Dr Collector 2-4 lanes Unbuilt Unbuilt NA

Build to 2 lanes as development continues. Bicycle 
and pedestrian amenities in a complete streets cross 
section will be critical to serve the existing and  
proposed development.

Halsey Dr N Bagdad Rd Hartman Dr Collector 4 Lanes 4 lanes Undivided Halsey 
Drive Trail Consider divided cross section.

Halsey Dr Hartman Dr CR 280 
Extension Collector 4 lanes Unbuilt Unbuilt Halsey 

Drive Trail
Complete connection to CR 280 Extension. Consider 
divided cross section.

Horizon Park Blvd McCarthur Dr E South St Collector 2-4 Lanes 2 lanes Undivided Hero Way/
CR 273 Trail

Widen to 4 lanes as development continues.  
Consider divided cross section.  Bicycle and 
pedestrian amenities in a complete streets cross 
section will be critical to serve the existing and  
proposed development.

Lakeline Blvd Old 2243 West W San Gabriel 
Pkwy Arterial 4-6 lanes Unbuilt Unbuilt Lakeline 

Blvd Trail
Complete Lakeline Blvd. Consider divided cross 
section.

Lakeline Blvd W San Gabriel 
Pkwy

CR 281/North 
City Limit/
North ETJ

Collector 2-4 lanes Unbuilt Unbuilt Lakeline 
Blvd Trail

Complete Lakeline Blvd. Consider divided cross 
section.
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tHorouGHFArE rECoMMEnDAtIons

thOROUghFaRe lIMItS 
FROM

lIMItS  
tO claSSIFIcatIOn Plan 

StatUS
bUIlt 

StatUS
DIvIDeD 

UnDIvIDeD tRaIlS RecOMMenDatIOnS

arterial/Collectors (n-s)

Leander Dr Crystal Falls 
Pkwy Hazelwood St Collector 2-4 lanes 2 lanes Undivided NA

Widen to 4 lanes as development continues.  
Consider divided cross section.  Bicycle and 
pedestrian amenities in a complete streets cross 
section will be critical to serve the existing and  
proposed development.

Mel Mathis Ave E South Street E San Gabriel 
Pkwy Arterial 4-6 lanes 4 lanes Undivided Hero Way/

CR 273 Trail

Widen to 6 lanes as development continues.  
Consider divided cross section.  Bicycle and 
pedestrian amenities in a complete streets cross 
section will be critical to serve the proposed 
development.

Mel Mathis Ave E San Gabriel 
Pkwy US 183 Arterial 4-6 lanes Unbuilt Unbuilt Hero Way/

CR 273 Trail

Build to 6 lanes as development continues.  
Consider divided cross section.  Bicycle and 
pedestrian amenities in a complete streets cross 
section will be critical to serve the proposed 
development.

Nameless Rd South City 
Limit/ETJ Old 2243 West Arterial 4-6 lanes 2 lanes Undivided Nameless 

Road Trail

Widen to 6 lanes as development continues.  
Consider divided cross section.  Bicycle and 
pedestrian amenities would be appropriate to serve 
the proposed development.

Raider Way 183 Toll E Crystal Falls 
Pkwy Collector 2-4 lanes Unbuilt Unbuilt C8/C9 Trails

Build to 4 lanes as development continues.  
Consider divided cross section.  Bicycle and 
pedestrian amenities in a complete streets cross 
section will be critical to serve the existing and  
proposed development.

Raider Way E Crystal Falls 
Pkwy E Woodview Dr Collector 2-4 lanes 2 lanes Undivided C8/C9 Trails

Widen to 4 lanes as development continues.  
Consider divided cross section.  Bicycle and 
pedestrian amenities in a complete streets cross 
section will be critical to serve the existing and  
proposed development.

Raider Way E Woodview 
Dr FM 2243 Collector 2-4 lanes Unbuilt Unbuilt C8/C9 Trails

Build to 4 lanes as development continues.  
Consider divided cross section.  Bicycle and 
pedestrian amenities in a complete streets cross 
section will be critical to serve the existing and  
proposed development.
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thOROUghFaRe lIMItS 
FROM

lIMItS  
tO claSSIFIcatIOn Plan 

StatUS
bUIlt 

StatUS
DIvIDeD 

UnDIvIDeD tRaIlS RecOMMenDatIOnS

arterial/Collectors (n-s)

Ronald W Reagan 
Blvd

E Whitestone 
Blvd/W 
Parmer Ln

W State 
Highway 29 Arterial 6 lanes 4 lanes Divided

Parmer/
Reagan Blvd 
Trail

Widen to 6 lanes as development continues.

Sunny Brooke Dr Vista Ridge Dr Grassland Dr Collector 2-4 Lanes Unbuilt Unbuilt NA Complete connection to Vista Ridge Dr Extension. 
Widen to 4 lanes as development continues.

Sunny Brooke Dr Grassland Dr S of Waterfall 
Ave Collector 2-4 lanes 2 lanes Undivided NA

Complete connection to Waterfall Avenue 
Extension. Widen to 4 lanes as development 
continues.

S West Dr Crystal Falls 
Pkwy W Broade St Collector 2-4 lanes 2 lanes Undivided

S West St/
CR 274/C3 
Trail

Widen to 4 lanes as development continues.

Travisso Pkwy Crystal Falls 
Pkwy Nameless Rd Collector 4 lanes Unbuilt Unbuilt NA Complete Travisso Parkway to 4 lanes as 

development continues.
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thOROUghFaRe lIMItS 
FROM

lIMItS  
tO claSSIFIcatIOn Plan 

StatUS
bUIlt 

StatUS
DIvIDeD 

UnDIvIDeD tRaIlS RecOMMenDatIOnS

arterial/Collectors (e-W)

Arterial 1 US 183 Ronald W 
Reagan Blvd Arterial 4-6 lanes Unbuilt Unbuilt NA Coordinate with Williamson County to complete 6 

lane ultimate cross section.

Bryson Ridge Tr US 183 E San Gabriel 
Pkwy Collector 2-4 lanes Unbuilt Unbuilt NA

Build to 2 lanes as development continues. Consider 
ultimate 4 lane cross section if development 
intensity warrants it.

Collector 1
Travis/
Williamson 
County Line

N Lakeline 
Blvd Extension Collector 2-4 lanes Unbuilt Unbuilt NA

Build to 2 lanes as development continues. Consider 
ultimate 4 lane cross section if development 
intensity warrants it.

Collector 11 Nameless Rd Osage Dr Collector 2-4 lanes Unbuilt Unbuilt NA
Build to 2 lanes as development continues. Consider 
ultimate 4 lane cross section if development 
intensity warrants it.

CR 280 N Lakeline 
Blvd Extension

CR 279/N 
Bagdad Rd Collector 2-4 lanes 2 lanes Undivided C2 Trail Build to 4 lane ultimate cross section.

Crystal Falls Pkwy Goodnight 
Trail

N Lakeline 
Blvd Collector 2-4 lanes 2 lanes Divided NA Widen to 4 lanes as development continues. 

Crystal Falls Pkwy N Lakeline 
Blvd N Bell Blvd Arterial 4-6 lanes 4 lanes Varies

Crystal Falls 
Parkway 
Trail

Widen to 6 lanes as development continues.  
Consider divided cross section.  Bicycle and 
pedestrian amenities in a complete streets cross 
section will be critical to serve the existing and  
proposed development.
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UnDIvIDeD tRaIlS RecOMMenDatIOnS

arterial/Collectors (e-W)

E Crystal Falls Pkwy N Bell Blvd Ronald W 
Reagan Blvd Arterial 4-6 lanes 4 lanes Divided

Crystal Falls 
Parkway 
Trail

Widen to 6 lanes as development continues.  Bicycle 
and pedestrian amenities in a complete streets cross 
section will be critical to serve the existing and  
proposed development

E Crystal Falls Pkwy 
(CR 177)

Ronald W 
Reagan Blvd CR 175 Collector 2-4 lanes Unbuilt Unbuilt

Crystal Falls 
Parkway 
Trail

Build to 4 lanes as development continues.  
Consider divided cross section.  

Hazelwood St Leander Dr Horizon Park 
Blvd Collector 2-4 lanes 2 lanes Undivided NA Widen to 4 lanes if density warrants.

Heritage Grove Rd Halsey Dr US 183 Collector 2-4 lanes 2 lanes Undivided Oak Grove 
Rd Trail Build to 4 lane ultimate cross section.

Hero Way E of CR 269 Ronald W 
Reagan Blvd Arterial 4-6 lanes 2 lanes Undivided

Old 2243/
CR2443 
Realign Trail

Widen to 4 lanes as development continues.

Hero Way Ronald W 
Reagan Blvd FM 2243 Arterial 4-6 lanes Unbuilt Unbuilt

Old 2243/
CR2443 
Realign Trail

Complete connection to RR 2243.

Journey Pkwy Ronald Reagan 
Blvd CR 175 Collector 2-4 lanes 2 lanes Undivided CR 179 Trail Coordinate with Parks and Recreation Department 

to accommodate planned bicycle/pedestrian trail.
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StatUS
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StatUS
DIvIDeD 

UnDIvIDeD tRaIlS RecOMMenDatIOnS

arterial/Collectors (e-W)

Kauffman Lp
SH 29, West 
of Ronald W 
Reagan Blvd

Existing 
Kauffman Lp Collector 2-4 lanes Unbuilt Unbuilt NA

Build to 2 lanes as development continues. Consider 
ultimate 4 lane cross section if development 
intensity warrants it.

Kauffman Lp N of CR 267 SH 29 Collector 2-4 lanes 2 lanes Undivided NA Consider ultimate 4 lane cross section if 
development intensity warrants it.

Meadow View Dr Horizon Park 
Blvd Woodview Dr Collector 2 lanes 2 lanes Undivided NA Sign for neighborhood speeds.

W Metro Dr W Broade St US 183 Collector 2-4 lanes 2 lanes Undivided W Metro 
Drive Trail

Consider ultimate 4 lane cross section if 
development intensity warrants it. Bicycle and 
pedestrian amenities in a complete streets cross 
section will be critical to serve the existing and  
proposed development.

Metro Dr US 183 East of East St Collector 2-4 lanes 2 lanes Undivided NA

Consider ultimate 4 lane cross section if 
development intensity warrants it. Bicycle and 
pedestrian amenities in a complete streets cross 
section will be critical to serve the existing and  
proposed development.

Metro Dr East of East St 183 Toll Collector 2-4 lanes Unbuilt Unbuilt NA

Build to 2 lanes as development continues. Consider 
ultimate 4 lane cross section if development 
intensity warrants it. Bicycle and pedestrian 
amenities in a complete streets cross section will 
be critical to serve the existing and  proposed 
development.

Municipal Dr Bagdad Rd W South St Collector 2-4 lanes 2 lanes Divided

Vista 
Ridge Dr/
Municipal 
Dr Trail

Stripe to 4 lanes as development intensity warrants 
it.
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arterial/Collectors (e-W)

Municipal Dr W South St E of Northern 
Trail Collector 2-4 lanes 2 lanes Undivided

Vista 
Ridge Dr/
Municipal 
Dr Trail

Consider ultimate 4 lane cross section if 
development intensity warrants it.

Municipal Dr E of Northern 
Trail

W of 609 
Municipal Dr Collector 2-4 lanes Unbuilt Unbuilt

Vista 
Ridge Dr/
Municipal 
Dr Trail

Build to 2 lanes as development continues. Consider 
ultimate 4 lane cross section if development 
intensity warrants it.

Municipal Dr W of 609 
Municipal Dr

S West Dr (CR 
274) Collector 2-4 lanes 2 lanes Undivided

Vista 
Ridge Dr/
Municipal 
Dr Trail

Consider ultimate 4 lane cross section if 
development intensity warrants it.

Osage Dr W Whitestone 
Blvd

Existing Osage 
Dr @ Shumard 
Bluff Dr

Collector 2-4 lanes Unbuilt Unbuilt Osage Trail

Build to 4 lanes as development continues.  
Consider divided cross section.  Bicycle and 
pedestrian amenities in a complete streets cross 
section will be critical to serve the existing and  
proposed development

Osage Dr Shumard Bluff 
Dr N Bell Blvd Collector 2-4 lanes 2 lanes Varies Osage Trail

Widen to 4 lanes as development continues.  
Consider divided cross section.  Bicycle and 
pedestrian amenities in a complete streets cross 
section will be critical to serve the existing and  
proposed development.

Palmera Ridge Blvd E Logan Del 
Way Blvd

Ronald W 
Reagan Blvd Collector 2-4 lanes Unbuilt Unbuilt NA

Build to 2 lanes as development continues. Consider 
ultimate 4 lane cross section if development 
intensity warrants it.

RR 2243 Mel Mathis 
Ave

Hero Way (Old 
FM 2243) Collector 4 lanes 2 lanes Undivided

Brushy 
Creek Main 
Branch Trl

Consider ultimate 4 lane cross section if 
development intensity warrants it. Coordinate with 
Parks Department to complete planned Bicycle/
Pedestrian Trail.
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arterial/Collectors (e-W)

W San Gabriel Pkwy Nameless Rd N Bagdad Rd Arterial 4-6 lanes Unbuilt Unbuilt
San Gabriel 
Parkway 
Trail

Build to 6 lanes as development continues.  
Consider divided cross section.  Bicycle and 
pedestrian amenities in a complete streets cross 
section will be critical to serve the proposed 
development.

W San Gabriel Pkwy N Bagdad Rd US 183/183 Toll Arterial 4-6 lanes 2 lanes Undivided
San Gabriel 
Parkway 
Trail

Build to 6 lanes as development continues.  
Consider divided cross section.  Bicycle and 
pedestrian amenities in a complete streets cross 
section will be critical to serve the proposed 
development.

E San Gabriel Pkwy US 183/183 
Toll CR 270 Arterial 4-6 lanes 2 lanes Undivided

San Gabriel 
Parkway 
Trail

Build to 6 lanes as development continues.  
Consider divided cross section.  Bicycle and 
pedestrian amenities in a complete streets cross 
section will be critical to serve the proposed 
development.

E San Gabriel Pkwy CR 270 Ronald W 
Reagan Blvd Arterial 4-6 lanes Unbuilt Unbuilt

San Gabriel 
Parkway 
Trail

Build to 6 lanes as development continues.  
Consider divided cross section.  Bicycle and 
pedestrian amenities in a complete streets cross 
section will be critical to serve the proposed 
development.

Sonny Dr N Lakeline 
Blvd

N of 
MacFarland St Collector 4 lanes 2 lanes Undivided Sonny Drive 

Trail
Widen to 4 lanes as development continues.  
Consider divided cross section.  

Sonny Dr N of 
MacFarland St

Peregrine 
Way/Sonny Dr 
Traffic Circle

Collector 4 lanes Unbuilt Unbuilt Sonny Drive 
Trail

Build to 4 lanes as development continues.  
Consider divided cross section.

Sonny Dr
Peregrine 
Way/Sonny Dr 
Traffic Circle

E of Moon 
Glow Dr Collector 4 lanes 2 lanes Undivided Sonny Drive 

Trail
Widen to 4 lanes as development continues.  
Consider divided cross section.
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arterial/Collectors (e-W)

Sonny Dr E of Moon 
Glow Dr

E of Cotton 
Patch Tr Collector 4 lanes Unbuilt Unbuilt Sonny Drive 

Trail
Build to 4 lanes as development continues.  
Consider divided cross section.

Sonny Dr/E Sonny Dr E of Cotton 
Patch Tr Leander Dr Collector 4 lanes 2 lanes Undivided Sonny Drive 

Trail
Build to 4 lanes as development continues.  
Consider divided cross section.

W South St Municipal Dr US 183 Collector 2-4 lanes 2 lanes Undivided W South St 
Trail

Consider ultimate 4 lane cross section if 
development intensity warrants it. 

E South St US 183 Mel Mathis 
Ave Collector 2-4 lanes 2 lanes Undivided NA

Consider ultimate 4 lane cross section if 
development intensity warrants it. Extend W South 
St Trail to Mel Mathis Avenue.

South Brook Dr N Bagdad Rd E of San 
Vicente Dr Collector 2-4 lanes 2 lanes Undivided NA Consider ultimate 4 lane cross section if 

development intensity warrants it.

Vista Ridge Dr N Lakeline 
Blvd

W of Alta Vista 
Dr Collector 2-4 lanes Unbuilt Unbuilt

Vista 
Ridge Dr/
Municipal 
Dr Trail

Build to 2 lanes as development continues. Consider 
ultimate 4 lane cross section if development 
intensity warrants it.

Vista Ridge Dr W of Alta Vista 
Dr Bagdad Rd Collector 2-4 lanes 2 lanes Undivided

Vista 
Ridge Dr/
Municipal 
Dr Trail

Consider ultimate 4 lane cross section if 
development intensity warrants it. 
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arterial/Collectors (e-W)

Waterfall Ave N Lakeline 
Blvd Extension

E of Sunny 
Brook Ln 
Extension

Collector 2-4 lanes Unbuilt Unbuilt NA
Build to 2 lanes as development continues. Consider 
ultimate 4 lane cross section if development 
intensity warrants it.

Waterfall Ave
E of Sunny 
Brook Ln 
Extension

N Bagdad Rd Collector 2-4 lanes 2 lanes Undivided NA Consider ultimate 4 lane cross section if 
development intensity warrants it.

W Whitestone Blvd Travisso Pkwy Osage Dr Arterial 4-6 lanes 4 lanes Varies Nameless 
Road Trail

Widen to 6 lanes as development continues.  
Consider divided cross section.  Partner with 
Jonestown and Cedar Park to maintain continuity.

Woodview Dr W of Clear 
Lake Ln 183 Toll Collector 2-4 lanes Unbuilt Unbuilt NA

Build to 2 lanes as development continues. Consider 
ultimate 4 lanes cross section if development 
intensity warrants it.

Woodview Dr  SB FR @ 183 
Toll

 NB FR @ 183 
Toll Collector 2 lanes Unbuilt Unbuilt NA Coordinate with CTRMA to develop a grade 

separated 2 lane cross section if possible

E Woodview Dr (CR 
271) 183 Toll Raider Way Collector 2-4 lanes 2 lanes Undivided C8 Trail Widen to 4 lanes as development continues.

*Trail and Lane Limits may vary from street limits.  For more information on bicycle and pedestrian trails and their status, please see the City of Leander Trails Master Plan:  http://www.leandertx.
gov/sites/default/files/fileattachments/Parks%20and%20Recreation/page/300/trail_master_plan_map_11x17.pdf
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